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DEAR READERS, 

Warsaw is an open, friendly and rapidly 

developing metropolis. High quality of life, 

qualified staff, a leading academic centre, and 

a wide range of highest-quality real estate are 

only a few assets of the city.

Thanks to its location in the central part of 
the country, Warsaw is a major business hub 
and an unquestionable leader in the Central 
and Eastern Europe area in terms of economic 
growth and the maturity of the office market. 
Employers have a wide access to qualified staff. 

The city has state-of-the-art and 
environmentally-friendly public transport 
and an extensive network of cycle paths. The 
green character of Warsaw contributes to its 
uniqueness. Green areas account for nearly 40% 
of the city’s total area, including natural areas, 
unique at a European scale, along the Vistula 
river flowing across the city. 

Warsaw is an extraordinary city which has a lot 
to offer to both those who come here as tourists 
and to those who think about staying here 
for some time, investing, opening a company 
branch or opening a new business. Everyone 
is welcome. I would like my city to become 
your city, where you will find not only business 
partners, talented highly-qualified staff, 
or clients, but also friends. 

RAFAŁ TRZASKOWSKI
MAYOR OF WARSAW

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Capital      6

General Information    7

Practical information     9

Moving around the citye   12

Warsaw – an open city    14

Official matters     17

Cost of living    19

Health     21

Education and science    22

Culture & events     24

Food       26

Sport     28

Shopping       30

Green city      32

Free time     34

Smart city     36

Economic profile    38

Business-friendly city   41

History      42

Tourist attractions    45

Warsaw surroundings   47

Fun facts about Warsaw   47



CAPITAL

7

GENERAL

INFORMATION 

Warsaw is the capital of Poland and the 
Mazowieckie Province, and at the same time the 
largest Polish city. 

It is situated in the central east part of Poland 

on the Central Mazovian Lowland (Nizina 

Środkowomazowiecka), at the altitude of 78-121 m 
above sea level, along both banks of the Vistula river.
It covers the area of approx. 517 km2, and is the 
centre of urban agglomeration.

The coat of arms depicts the Warsaw Mermaid. 
According to the legend, ages ago a mermaid chose 
to live in the area where today’s Warsaw is located, 
where she made friends with local fishermen. She 
loved dabbling in water and would sing beautifully, 
making the lives of the people and animals living 
in the area more enjoyable. But a greedy merchant 
captured her, locked her in a chest, and wanted to 
travel across the country, showcasing her on fairs, 
and earning money on her wonderful voice. A young 
fisherman heard her loud cry, and turned to his friends 
to rescue her together. Grateful mermaid promised to 
protect them and guard the town they would establish 
here. 

• Warsaw area code is: (+48) 22 
• post codes: from 00-XXX to 04-XXX, and 05-075 

and 05-077.

CAPITAL
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The Mayor heads the city administration, and is 
appointed in open election by city residents. The 
Mayor’s term of office is 5 years, similarly to the 
terms of office of the City Council. The City Council 
makes decisions on the most important matters 
affecting the city and supervises the Mayor’s 
operations.

Warsaw comprises 18 districts, out of which 11, 
Bemowo, Bielany, Mokotów, Ochota, Śródmieście, 
Ursus, Ursynów, Wilanów, Włochy, Wola and 
Żoliborz are located on the left (west) bank of the 
Vistula river, and the other 7 districts, Białołęka, 
Praga-Południe, Praga-Północ, Rembertów, 
Targówek, Wawer and Wesoła, are situated on the 
right (east) river bank.

1.79m people are registered for residence in the 
city, but the actual number of residents is higher. 
It is estimated that around 1.90-1.95m people live 
in Warsaw. Warsaw agglomeration, on the other 
hand, has a population of over 3.5m people who 
work in Warsaw and use the city’s infrastructure 
on a daily basis. What is important, the population 
of Warsaw increased by over 200,000 residents in 
the last 20 years.

Warsaw, as the capital city of Poland, is the seat 
of most national government bodies, ministries, 
agencies and state institutions. It is also where 
the headquarters of Frontex agency, responsible 
for the security of the European Union’s external 

borders, Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights, OSCE institution, and the 
diplomatic and consular posts of most countries 
of the world are located. 
Warsaw cooperates with numerous cities 
worldwide, which can be demonstrated by a long 
list of partner cities: These are:

CHECKED IN

WARSAW RESIDENTS 

1 790 000

PRACTICAL 

INFORMATION 

Warsaw is situated in the heart of Europe. 

It is located within a similar distance from Vienna, 

Budapest or Prague (about 700 km), and even 

closer to Berlin (about 600 km), Minsk (about 

550 km) or Vilnius (less than 500 km). 

Warsaw has excellent transport access to the entire 
world. You can come here by plane, train, bus or a car. 

• Warsaw has direct flights not only to nearly all 
European capitals, but also to numerous major 
cities, such as Edinburgh, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Göteborg, Malmö, Lviv, Catania, Venice, Milan, 
Barcelona, Geneva, Munich, Stuttgart, Cologne, 
Antwerp, Hamburg or Frankfurt. You can travel 
without change of flights from the Chopin 
Airport to New York, Chicago, Toronto, Los 
Angeles, Singapore, Beijing, Seoul, Tokyo, Dubai, 
Hurghada, Sharm El Sheikh, Antalya, Larnaka, 
Tunis, and also to Canary Islands, Madeira, and 
even to Zanzibar.

• Most Warsaw-bound aeroplanes land on the 
Chopin Airport (www.lotnisko-chopina.pl), 
located within the city limits, about 10 km away 
from the centre. Some aeroplanes land on the 
Warsaw Modlin Airport (www.modlinairport.pl), 
situated within a 35 km distance from the city 
centre, where you can get by train or bus.  

1. Berlin
2. Budapest
3. Kharkiv
4. Chicago
5. Düsseldorf
6. Grozny
7. Hamamatsu
8. Hanoi
9. Harbin
10. Île-de-France
11. Kiev
12. Moscow
13. Nur-Sultan
14. Odessa
15. Oslo

16. Paris 
17. Rio de Janeiro
18. Riga
19. Saint Petersburg
20. Seoul
21. Smolensk
22. Istanbul
23. Taipei
24. Tbilisi
25. Tel Aviv-Yafo
26. Toronto
27. Vienna 
28. Vilnius
29. Zagreb

Wilanów

Wola

Bielany

Ochota

Ursus

Ursynów

Wawer

Targówek

Praga-Pd.
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BERLIN

about 570 km/6 h

WARSAW

• You can travel to the capital of Poland by 

train. Warsaw has excellent rail connections 
with most Polish large cities, and a direct 
connection with Berlin, Prague, Bratislava, 
Vienna, Budapest, Lviv, Kiev, Moscow, Minsk or 
Grodno.

• There is also a motorway from Berlin to 
Warsaw. The distance between the two cities 
is around 570 km, so we can assume that 
such journey would take about 6 hours. 

112

Dane do Mapy ©2021 Google

Warsaw houses 663 accommodation 

establishments, including 108 hotels prepared 
to serve 50,056 guests. The capital of Poland 
is also a place where you will find a multitude 
of conference centres. Among over 200 of 
establishments of this type, there are, i.a., 
hotels with conference capabilities, as well as 
museums, theatres and universities with their 
own conference halls (source: Tourism in Warsaw 
Report 2019). 

The weather in Warsaw depends on the season 

of the year. The capital city is located in a 

moderate climate zone, which means that we can 
distinguish four seasons - spring, summer, autumn 
and winter. In the summer, maximum temperature 
ranges between 25 and 35 degrees Celcius 
(77-88°F). January and February are the coldest 
months, where average temperature is around 0°C. 

According to the data in the Safe and Open Cities 

report*, Warsaw is the safest city in Poland.

Safety in the city is assessed well by 92% 
of residents aged over 15. According to the 
safearound.com report, Warsaw is the seventh 
safest capital city in the world (right after Andora, 
Vienna, Seoul, Oslo, Prague and Taipei).

The capital city has been implementing its crime 
prevention programme called “Safe Warsaw” for 
years. We focus on a consistent improvement of 
safety in the public space, in public utility buildings, 
road traffic safety, as well as fire protection and 
epidemiological safety. Warsaw operates a Public-
Safety Answering Point, which serves emergency 
notifications from the city area to the European 
emergency number 112.

Warsaw is continuing its efforts to improve the 

air quality in the city. We place emphasis on 
public transport, which is why we are extending 
metro lines, replacing old public transport vehicles 
with low-emission ones, developing our cycling 
infrastructure, and encouraging residents to 
replace their old coal-fired boilers with new gas-
fired heat sources, by providing subsidies. Warsaw 
residents can receive funding for the installation 
of systems based on renewable energy sources. 
We run regular activities aimed at making our city 
greener. 

Water supplied to homes in Warsaw is safe  

and meets all the stringent quality standards 
and guidelines of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). The Laboratories of the Municipal Water 
and Sewerage Company (MPWiK) control the 
water quality in the river - at each stage - from 
the intake, through treatment, to the water supply 
network. 

Warsaw introduced a smoking ban on public 

transport stops, in clubs, pubs and restaurants 
(apart from rooms designated specifically for 
smokers). It is also forbidden to drink alcohol in 
public places (parks, squares, streets etc.) outside 
the designated sites, such as beer gardens outside 
restaurants or pubs, and the Vistula Boulevards.

STATUTORY HOLIDAYS 

IN POLAND ARE:

• New Year’s Day - 1st January
• Epiphany - 6th January
• Easter - 2 days in March or April
• Labour Day - 1st May
• The 3rd May Constitution Day - 3rd May
• Corpus Christi - 1 day, usually in June or in late 

May - always on a Thursday.
• Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 15th 

August
• All Saints’ Day - 1st November
• Independence Day - 11th November
• Christmas - 25th and 26th December

*) Report prepared by “Polityka Insight” in 2017 for the Polish Robert Schuman Foundation and the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation in Poland. 
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MOVING 

AROUND THE CITY  

The public transport system is a true pride of 

Warsaw. In recent years, the underground rail 

system has been experiencing rapid development. 

The city is covered by an intricate network of bus 

routes, and a well-developed tram network, which 

cannot be found in any other European capital. 

Thanks to this, you can reach every, even the most 

remote part of the agglomeration quickly and 

conveniently. 

What is important, Warsaw public transport also 

operates at nights. You can use a night bus service 

between 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., seven days a 

week.

Trains operated by Rapid City Rail (SKM), the Warsaw 
Commuter Railway (WKD) and suburban trains 
operated by Polish Railways (PKP) reach the outskirts 
of the city and several dozen towns located near 

Warsaw. People commuting to the centre of Warsaw 
from distant city areas or from outside Warsaw can 
leave their cars in numerous P&R facilities located 
near the most important railway or metro stations, 
and switch to public transport.

Warsaw has been investing in an environmentally 

friendly public transport for years. In addition to 

extending its underground railway and the tram route 
network, the city is replacing combustion vehicles 
with low-emission LPG-powered buses and zero-
emission electric vehicles. In 2020, the Warsaw 
electric bus fleet was among the three largest ones 
in Europe. The public transport timetable is available 
on www.wtp.waw.pl and on www.jakdojade.pl, or 
you can call 19115 (22 19 115 when using a mobile 
phone).

Licensed Warsaw taxi-cabs should have a proper 

marking: a yellow and red stripe, a side number 
and the coat of arms of Warsaw, the Warsaw 
mermaid. There are two taxi fare zones in Warsaw, 
their boundaries are marked by Zone 1 and Zone 
2 signs. Each zone has its separate fare list in 
place. It is worth knowing that the costs of the taxi 
service will be higher at night than during the day. 

There are over 30 taxi companies operating 

in Warsaw.  You can book a taxi by phone, text 
message or via a mobile app - a taxi will usually 
reach you within 5 to 10 minutes.

There are car rental centres operating in the city, 
and you can also use a car-sharing service or 
Veturilo, a city bike system, which is one of the 
largest in Europe.

Bicycles are available 24/7, for 9 months 

during the year - between 1st March and 

30th November. Rental of mopeds and electric 
scooters is also gaining popularity. The network 
of cycle paths is continuously extending. Cyclists 
can currently use around 650 kilometres of bicycle 
routes.
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Warsaw residents are open-minded, hospitable and 
curious about the world. 

Foreigners can count on the support in adapting to 
new circumstances provided by non-governmental 
organisations co-financed by the city. Most of 
such organisations run information activities, legal 
counselling, various types of integration activities, 
Polish language courses for refugees and immigrants. 
They also provide psychological counselling and assist 
in finding employment. Moreover, the organisations 
propose various types of workshops for immigrants, 
organise artistic, cultural and socialising events, 
classes for children, collection of various necessary 
goods, and fund-raising campaigns, assist in finding 
accommodation, offer material, medical and language 
support.

The Multicultural Centre, an institution 

co-created by NGOs and the City of Warsaw, 

plays a key role in organising adaptive 

and support measures addressed to immigrants 

(www.centrumwielokulturowe.waw.pl/en_gb). The 

Centre functions as a local activity place, providing 
support for immigrants (legal advice, information and 
consultation desks), and provides various types of 
educational services, by organising cultural initiatives 
and recreational activities. 

WARSAW - 

AN OPEN CITY 
THE WARSAW 

MULTICULTURAL CENTER
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Warsaw is one of the largest academic centres 

in Europe. A nearly a quarter million people study 
in the Polish capital. Foreign students account 
for 10% (nearly 25,000) of all people studying in 
Warsaw. Close to 90% of them come from Europe, 
while the remaining group includes Asians, mostly 
Chinese. According to research results, graduates 
of Warsaw-based higher-education institutions 
are guaranteed a good position, while applying 
for a job. There are over 100,000 EU citizens and 
approximately 90,000 non-EU foreigners working 
in Warsaw. Ukrainian, Belorussian and Russian 
nationals account for a vast majority of the latter 
group. Warsaw is also home to many Chinese, 
Vietnamese, and Korean nationals. You can meet 
people from all continents representing a wide 
range of cultural backgrounds.

OFFICIAL MATTERS

It is necessary to arrange several official matters to 
live and work in Warsaw.

• EU (and EEA/Switzerland) citizens 

Poland is a Member State of the European Union, 
so no special conditions apply to all EU residents 

and their families in relation to a stay of up to 
three months. Every EU citizens may stay in 
Poland for six months as an active job-seeker.  

• Third-country nationals  

Different rules apply to third-country nationals 
entering Poland. Under international agreements, 
certain foreigners require visas to enter Poland 
(as part of travelling to the Schengen Area).  
Upon coming to Poland the most important 
document to apply for is a residence card.  
A valid residence card confirms the identity  
of a foreigner during their stay on the territory 

 of the Republic of Poland, authorises them 
to cross the border multiple times without the 
need to obtain a visa, and travel to other states 
belonging to the Schengen Area. 

To take up employment in Warsaw, foreigners must 

hold a bank account where their salaries are to be 

transferred. To open an account you need a PESEL 

personal identification number. The PESEL number 
– in the Universal Electronic Population Registration 

System - allows the exercise of the same rights as 

those entrusted to Polish nationals. PESEL numbers 

are given by District Offices in Warsaw.

Detailed information on residence in Poland is 
available on the website of the Office for Foreigners: 
www.udsc.gov.pl/en/

Moreover, international agencies, organisations, 

and chambers of commerce have their offices 
in Warsaw. Numerous international companies 
and corporations chose Warsaw as the location of 
their regional decision-making centres and offices 
coordinating operations in the Central and Eastern 
Europe area.

For many years now, Poland has been ranked 

high on a list of non-English speaking countries 

where command of English among residents is 

good. Warsaw is ranked highest in this respect 
in Poland. You should not have a problem with 
communicating in Russian, German French or 
Spanish here as well.
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Foreigners can take up employment in Poland if:

• they stay in Poland legally and have a work 
permit, unless it is not required, or

• have temporary residence and work permit 
or a temporary residence permit in order to 
perform work in a profession requiring high 
qualifications.

To find a job in Poland, the best thing to do is to 
check job ads posted on websites. While looking 
for a job (with a Polish work permit), you can 
also use employment agency services. Every 
entity of this type must be entered in the National 
Register of Employment Agencies (KRAZ). Job 
advertisements can also be found in social media. 
Non-governmental organisations supporting 
foreigners in settling in Poland are also an 
excellent source of information. 

Anyone wishing to start a company in Warsaw 

may use the information on: 
www.www.biznes.gov.pl/en. The objective of 
the website is to help arrange matters related to 
starting and running business activities, and to 
simplify formal arrangements required to start 
and run a company. The website also serves 
as a search engine of contact details of all 
institutions providing services to entrepreneurs, 
provides practical guidelines on how to succeed 
in business, and allows the arrangement of 
administrative matters via electronic means of 
communication. All information and electronic 
services are available in Polish and English.
You can also turn for assistance in starting your 

business to the municipal business incubator,  
Centre of Entrepreneurship Smolna, which 
provides consultations, advice and training on 
starting and running a company. More information: 
www.firma.um.warszawa.pl

COST OF LIVING

Compared with other European capital cities, the 

cost of living in Warsaw is relatively low. 

According to the Mapping the World’s Prices 2019 
report, prepared by Deutsche Bank, Warsaw is ranked 

12th in terms of the lowest costs of living. Berlin is 
ranked 27th, Brussels - 36th, London  - 47th, Madrid - 
24th, and New York was placed on the 53rd position.

The costs of renting a flat in Warsaw is by 75% lower 
than in New York.

The average monthly costs of renting a flat in 
Warsaw is:

• approx. PLN 3,000 (approx. EUR 640) for a single-
bedroom flat in the city centre,

• approx. PLN 2,200 (approx. EUR 480) for a single-
bedroom flat outside the centre,

• approx. PLN 5,400 (approx. EUR 1,200) for a three-
bedroom flat in the city centre, 

• and approx. PLN 3,900 (approx. EUR 860) for a 
three-bedroom flat outside the centre.

Annual tuition costs in private higher-education 

institutions, depending on the specific university and 
course programme, range between PLN 8,000 and 
10,000 (EUR 1,750 - 2,200). For example, an IT course 
programme will cost around PLN 6,000 - 10,000 
(EUR 1,300 - 2,200), while law studies might generate 
expenses ranging between PLN 5,000 and 12,000 (EUR 
1,100 - 2,600). The highest tuition fees are charged for 
medical studies (Medical University of Warsaw) 
- a medical course programme costs PLN 43,200 (EUR 
9,400), and a dental course programme costs PLN 
48,100  (EUR 10,500).
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A monthly travel card for all means of municipal 
public transport, covering the entire city area and 
neighbouring towns (Zones 1 and 2) costs PLN 
180 (EUR 40). Holders of Warsaw resident cards, 
available to all those registered for residence in 
Warsaw, pay less - around PLN 100 (EUR 22).

A taxi fare is around PLN 2 (EUR 0,50) per 
kilometre. Leaving your car in paid parking zones 

(mostly in the central city districts) costs PLN 
3,90 (EUR 1) for the first hour, and a bit more for 
subsequent hours. The costs of leasing a parking 

place range between PLN 200 and 400 a month 
(EUR 45 - 90), depending on the district. 

A lot of Warsaw restaurants have lunch sets on 
their menus, served in lunch time, and you can buy 

them for approx. PLN 25 (EUR 5.5). A dinner is a 
more substantial expense than lunch - a dinner 

for two costs around PLN 100 - 150 (EUR 23 - 35), 
not to mention drinks, as a bottle of wine is at 
least PLN 100 (about EUR 23), a small bottle of 
water - about PLN 10 (EUR 2.3), while the price of 
a double espresso is no less than PLN 8 (EUR 2).

You can go to a cinema in your free time.  
A cinema ticket costs around PLN 40 (EUR 9),  
and a theatre ticket is approximately PLN 100 
(EUR 23). The price for an hour of fun at the 

trampoline park is PLN 30 (EUR 6.5), and a 

monthly pass to a fitness club or gym, with 
unlimited access, is at least PLN 100 (EUR 23).  

HEALTH

There are 58 hospitals operating in Warsaw. The 

largest pediatric hospital in Poland, the Children’s 

Memorial Health Institute, is located on the 

outskirts of the city, in Międzylesie.

58 
hospitals

One of the largest and the most prominent medical 

schools in Poland - the Medical University of 

Warsaw - is situated in Warsaw. 

The Polish healthcare system is based on an 

insurance model. This means that patients are 
required to have health insurance to receive medical 
assistance in a public healthcare institution (also in an 

emergency department). There are some exceptions 
to the rule, for example holders of Pole’s card may 
receive emergency medical aid free-of-charge.

People running business activities are obliged 
to register for health insurance independently. 
Foreigners also have a possibility to purchase 
voluntary health insurance coverage for themselves 
and their family members, or use the services of 
insurance companies.

EU citizens may use Polish healthcare services on 
the same principles as Polish nationals, if they are 
covered by health insurance in their countries of 

origin. Foreigners from countries outside the EU may 
purchase such insurance in Poland on a voluntary 

basis.

Foreigners may also use private healthcare services, 
including numerous private outpatient clinics and 
hospitals located in Warsaw. 
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EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

The Polish education system is composed of several 
stages.
• Kindergarten/Nurseries provide care services 

to children who are between 20 weeks and 

3 years old. Warsaw provides places for over 
14,500 children in these institutions, free-of-
charge. In order to send a child to a nursery or 
kindergarten, parents must live in Warsaw, and 
submit documents confirming that their child has 
undergone all mandatory vaccinations. 

 

• Children aged 3 to 6 years old may attend pre-

schools, and 6-year-old children are covered by 
obligatory pre-school education (Year 0). Some 
Warsaw-based schools have preparatory classes 
for schoolchildren coming from abroad who 
do not speak Polish or their command of the 
language is insufficient to start regular education.

• Children and teenagers aged between 7 and 

18 are covered by compulsory education in 

Poland. Primary school education lasts eight 
years. Each child has a guaranteed place in 
their district school - according to their place 
of residence. Parents may apply for admitting 
their child to another school in Warsaw of their 
choice. Six-year-old children may also start 
their primary school education at the request of 
their parents. Primary school is divided into two 
stages: Years 1-3 and years 4-8. In the first stage 
(children aged 7 to 9), classes are not divided into 
individual subjects, and are run by one teacher. 
As regards older schoolchildren (aged 10 to 15), 
education activities are performed as part of 
individual subjects, with classes held by teachers 
specialising in a given area. 

• Schoolchildren who come from abroad and do 

not have a command of Polish in a degree which 

is sufficient for regular education may attend 
preparatory classes. In Warsaw, such classes 
were established in three state primary schools 
and one general-education secondary school. 
Each foreign student is entitled to three hours a 
week of additional, unpaid language training.

• 4-year general-education secondary schools, 

5-year technical secondary schools and  

3-year 1st degree vocational schools are 

intended for pupils over 15. To enter tertiary 

education, pupils are required to graduate 
from a general-education or technical 
secondary school, and pass the school-
leaving examination (Matura). 

• Post-secondary schools or 2-year 2nd 

degree vocational schools are intended 

for graduates of general-education and 

technical secondary schools for those who 

wish to gain additional vocational skills.

Warsaw is the largest academic centre in 

Poland. There are 15 state universities and over 
49 non-public higher-education institutions in 
Warsaw, including specialist schools, such as art, 
medical, teacher training or agricultural schools. 
Warsaw-based higher-education institutions 
belong to the most prestigious establishments of 
this type in Poland. 
 

The capital city is a perfect place to study also 

for several other reasons.  

• It is a huge job market, which means that it is 
relatively easy for university students to find 
additional employment.

• As Polish higher-education institutions 
adopted the Bologna system, many students 
were given a possibility to pursue interesting 
career opportunities after three years of their 

university education.

• The job market in Warsaw provides numerous 
professional development opportunities for 
university graduates.

• The city’s rich cultural, entertainment, 
and restaurant proposal, which is largely 
addressed to students, makes studying in 
Warsaw a fantastic adventure. 

• Warsaw higher-education institutions 

are open to foreign students. One in 10 

students, out of the group of 250,000 

people studying in Warsaw, is a foreigner. 
Students from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and 
the Baltic countries account for the greatest 
share of the group. Warsaw is also a popular 
destination for Asian students. Warsaw 
universities also house international student 

organisations and associations, e.g. AIESEC 
which support students in discovering their 
own potential, developing their passions, and 
in integrating.

Warsaw universities offer nearly 

all course programmes, from 

administration and archeology, 

through economics, finance, computer 

studies, law, psychology to Ukrainian 

studies and management. 

Over 14,5 thousand 
free places in 

nurseries. 
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CULTURE & EVENTS

There are 112 museums and art galleries, 28 

cinemas (including many cinemas with several or 

over ten screen rooms), 27 theatres and 2 opera 

houses in Warsaw.

Located in the heart of the city, the imposing 19th 
century Grand Theatre building (Teatr Wielki) is home 
to the National Theatre, the Polish National Opera, 

the Polish National Ballet and the Theatre Museum. 
It houses one of the greatest opera stages of the 
world, covering an area of 1150 sq.m. It is worth 
mentioning that an apiary was built on the roof 
of the building several years ago. The Warsaw 

Philharmonic it is a venue of concerts organised 
by situated in the city centre, and it is a venue 
of, i.a., concerts organised as part of the Chopin 
Competition. Large popular music concerts are 
organised at the National Stadium and the Torwar 
sports hall.

The most important Warsaw-based museums 
include the National Museum, the Royal Castle, 

the Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów, 

Museum of Warsaw, the Royal Łazienki Museum, 
the Warsaw Rising Museum, POLIN Museum of the 

History of Polish Jews, and the Fryderyk Chopin 

Museum. Polish Army Museum is also worth noting, 
with new exhibition space being developed on site 
of the Warsaw Citadel, a fortress built in mid-19th 
century by Russians for their garrisons stationed in 
Warsaw.

The cultural landscape of Warsaw is complete with 
two famous art galleries, the Zachęta National 
Gallery of Art and the Ujazdowski Castle Centre 
for Contemporary Art together with smaller private 
establishments. There are also a lot of libraries 
operating in Warsaw, including the National Library 

and the University of Warsaw Library located in a 

state-of-the-art building housing a roof garden.

The calendar of artistic and cultural events in 

Warsaw is very extensive. Festivals, star concerts, 
and open-air exhibitions are organised all year 
round. 
The most important recurring cultural events in 

Warsaw include:

• The Night of Museums - an annual cultural 
event as part of which most Warsaw-based 
museums and galleries open their exhibitions 
to the visitors during the night, and organise 
various shows and accompanying events,

• The Chopin Competition - one of the oldest 
and most prestigious music competitions in 
the world, which is held every 5 years at the 
Warsaw Philharmonic,

• The Warsaw International Film Festival – an 
annual treat for all Warsaw film enthusiasts 
which has been organised for 35 years now,

• Warsaw Autumn - one of the largest festivals 
devoted to contemporary music in the world, 
organised every year since 1956, always in 
the second half of September,

• Warsaw Poetry Autumn - a literary festival,
• Warsaw Theatre Meetings,
• “Street Art” Festival,
• WATCH DOCS International Film Festival - 

Human Rights in Film, organised under the 
patronage of the Helsinki Foundation for 
Human Rights,

• Millennium Docs Against Gravity – the 
greatest documentary film festival in Poland,

• Latin American Film Festival,
• Warsaw International Jazz Festival Jazz 

Jamboree - one of the greatest and oldest 
jazz music festivals in Europe,

• Early Music Festival,
• The Stanisław Moniuszko International Vocal 

Competition,
• The International Warsaw Choir Festival,
• The International Sacred Music Festival,
• The Mozart Festival,
• The International Contemporary Dance 

Festival,
• Warsaw Summer Jazz Days,
• Orange Festival,
• Singer’s Warsaw Jewish Culture Festival,
• Science Picnic - the largest open-air event 

popularising science,
• The Warsaw Science Festival - an annual 

event aimed at popularising science, also 
addressed to the youngest audience. 

The Polish capital, partly due to its fantastic 

responsive audience, is a destination of concert 

tours which the most popular international 

music stars cannot afford to miss. The Rolling 

Stones, Metallica, Jethro Tull, Beyonce or 

Madonna gave their concerts here.
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FOOD

Warsaw is an open, versatile, and multicultural city. 

This is demonstrated by the cuisine you can try here. 

Warsaw food establishments are in their heyday, 

which contributes to the development of culinary 

tourism.  

There are over 3,500 restaurants in Warsaw, including 
restaurants with a Michelin star, fast food chains, 
independent slow food restaurants and “milk bars.”  

In Warsaw you will find Chinese, Vietnamese, Hindu, 
Thai, and Mexican restaurants and bars, and of 
course a selection of European cuisine in French, 
Greek and Hungarian restaurants, just to name a 
few. In every district, in every part of the city, it is 
possible to find kebab bars and Arab cuisine bars, 
and independent hamburger bars have been gaining 
popularity recently. 

According to the data from Happycow.com, a web 
service for vegans and vegetarians, Warsaw was 

ranked 7th in the world, and 2nd in Europe in a 

ranking of top vegan-friendly cities. The authors 

of the list found 47 vegan restaurants and 112 
vegetarian-friendly restaurants in Warsaw. 

In recent years breakfast fairs have become a real 
highlight on the culinary map of Warsaw. Milk bars, 
places were Warsaw residents would eat out during 
the Communist times, have come back in style. You 
can order typical Polish bar dishes here, like tomato 
soup, tripe, beetroot soup, dumplings (pierogi), 
cabbage stew (bigos) or beans Breton. Renovated 
historic market and industrial halls, such as the 
Koszyki Hall, Gwardia Hall, Elektrownia Powiśle, or 
Koneser Vodka Factory have regained their former 
glory, housing various bars, slow food restaurants, 
and food stands representing a wide range of culinary 
cultures. You can experience a similar atmosphere 
in the Pavilions at the back of Nowy Świat St., 
and in Ząbkowska St. in the Praga District.

Catering services have been developing in 
Warsaw recently. You can order out much more 
than just pizza or kebab, as it is possible to order 
dishes from nearly every restaurant to your home.

As far as confectionery products are concerned, 
the capital city has its own cake, it is called 
Wuzetka, which is a reference to one of the 
largest infrastructure projects implemented in 
the city after World War II - the WZ route (WZ 
meaning East-West - wschód-zachód).
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SPORT 

There are 35 water parks, 17 ice rinks, 6 public 

beaches upon the Vistula river, and 100 open-air 

gyms in Warsaw. 

In the summer season, especially on hot days during 
the holidays, thousands of city residents of all ages 
pack bathing suits and towels and head to Moczydło 
Park or one of the capital’s several other outdoor 

swimming pool complexes. In addition to the pools, 
there are slides and paddling pools for children. It 
may not be the same as white beaches by the sea, 
but it certainly is much closer.

Warsaw residents run, cycle, rollerblade, and are 
increasingly interested in nordic walking. There are 
approx. 650 km of cycle paths in the city, and one 
of the most modern bike rental systems  - Veturilo. 
New swimming pools and water parks are being 
built, with paddling pools for children, slides and 
water massage tubs.  

Football is the most popular sport in the country. 
That is why it should be fairly easy to find an 
amateur team to play with during the weekends 
or once a week after work. There are a lot of 
amateur competitions, for example for company 
teams. Moreover, finding a football club or section 
for children should not be a problem in any 
neighbourhood. However, Warsaw’s sports proposal 
is not only football, as volleyball has been gaining 
popularity along with the achievements of the Polish 
volleyball team. 

Gyms, often rebranded as fitness or cross fit clubs, 
have been experiencing their heyday in recent years. 
Open-air gyms are being built. You can also find 
combat sport clubs on the sports map of Warsaw, 
where it is possible to not only do boxing, judo and 
karate, but even more exotic martial arts or mixed 
martial arts. Trampoline parks are increasingly 
popular among the residents of the capital city. 
They are visited by entire families, but there are 
also classes for children and teenagers. There 
are skateboarding and roller-blading tracks and 
amenities for stunts in some of the premises.

As regards the sports proposal for children, the 
range of options is expanding. In addition to football 
and the aforementioned combat sports, children 
can choose from acrobatics, gymnastics, fencing, 

archery, shooting, swimming, diving, roller-blading, 

team sports, table tennis, athletics, and even sumo.

Warsaw residents love horses. Several dozen 
studs are located in the capital city, mostly on the 
outskirts and in the neighbouring areas. A lot of 
them run classes for children. As the areas near 
the city are covered by beautiful and vast forests, 
horse riding can be an excellent idea for spending 
one’s free time.

The most important matches of the Polish 

football team and other major events and 
sports competitions are organised at the 

National Stadium. This imposing building was 
opened in 2012 before the European Football 
Championships, co-hosted by Poland. The 
stadium was given the top category in the 
UEFA classification, and has places for 58,000 

spectators. The body of the building resembles 
a wicker basket, and at night it lights up Warsaw 
with its beautiful illumination.

The oldest Polish sports association is the 

Warsaw Rowing Society, established in 1878. 
It is not surprising, as a beautiful and wide river 
flows through the very heart of the city, which is 
a benefit that is simply impossible to miss. That 
is why rowing, canoeing and sailing have always 
been some of the favourite sports taken up by 
Warsaw residents, especially at the Zegrzyńskie 
Lake, a picturesque artificial water body with 
an area of 30 sq. km, is located within a 30 km 
distance from the city centre.

Warsaw has a lot to offer to sports supporters. 
Warsaw sports clubs achieve great results in 

top league matches in team sports, for example 
Legia Warszawa in football and basketball, or 
Verva Warszawa Orlen Paliwa in volleyball. 

Warsaw is also an attractive venue for major 
sports events, such as, for example, Tour de 

Pologne, Cavaliada Tour, Speedway Grand Prix 

of Poland or triathlon as part of the IRONMAN 

series.

Top athletes started their careers in Warsaw-
based sports clubs, including tennis player Iga 

Świątek, winner of the French Open 2020, or 
rowers - Agnieszka Kobus-Zawojska - world 
champion, European champion and Olympic 
medal winner, and Marcin Brzeziński - world 
champion and winner of three European 
championships.
 

The horse racing track in Służewiec is a special 

point on the sports map of Warsaw. It is a historic 
and iconic place, particularly valuable to older 
Warsaw residents. Races, held between May 
and November, are an opportunity to admire the 
most outstanding and beautiful horses. Poland is 
famous for its excellent horse breeding, especially 
when it comes to Arabian horses.
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SHOPPING

You can spend long hours in Warsaw-based 

shopping centres. In addition to popular Polish and 

international brands, high-fashion boutiques also 

have found their place there. After shopping, we can 

enjoy our time at the cinema or one of the numerous 
restaurants. The most popular shopping centres 

in the capital city include Złote Tarasy (59 Złota 
St.), Arkadia (82 Jana Pawła II ave.) and Galeria 
Mokotów (12 Wołoska St.).   

Those shoppers looking for something really unique 
are welcome to come to some of Warsaw’s trendiest 
streets, Mokotowska, Mysia or Szpitalna. They are 
home to the most chic studios of Polish designers, 
and jewellery stores.

Luxury goods by international brands can be found in 
luxurious department stores located in the centre of 
Warsaw, such as Vitkac (9 Bracka St.), Metropolitan 

1-3 Piłsudskiego Sq.) or in stores at Trzech Krzyży 
Sq.

Warsaw is also an excellent place for bargain 
enthusiasts. Enormous outlet stores (e.g. Factory 

Annopol or Factory Ursus), with last pieces of 
collections released by the best and the most 
popular international brands, are located on the city 
outskirts, but it is not a problem to reach there using 
public transport services. 

Open-air markets are the next characteristic points 
of the city’s landscape, where you can buy not 
only food, but also cosmetics, clothing, or cleaning 
products. The most famous, iconic Warsaw open-
air market is the Różycki Market, operating until 
present in the Praga district. 

In addition, weekend open-air markets are also 

operating in Warsaw, including flea markets or 
swap meets, for example a photography swap meet 
or a skiing swap meet (only in the autumn and winter 
season). They are usually open for one or two days 
a week, usually at weekends. They are places where 
you can sell second-hand equipment or things you do 
not need, although the majority of people selling their 
goods are professional traders.

The shopping habits of Warsaw residents 
have undergone substantial changes. Internet 

shopping is becoming increasingly popular. You 
can buy almost anything on-line, from electronic 

equipment, household appliances, through  
clothing to everyday groceries, which couriers 
deliver to a specified address in an arranged time. 
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Warsaw is one of the greenest European capitals. 

Green areas account for nearly a half (43%) of the 

total area of the city. There are 95 parks in the city, 

including one of the most famous park complexes 

located in the heart of the city, Royal Łazienki, 
founded in the 18th century by King Stanisław 
Poniatowski. In addition to this wonderful park, the 

complex also houses several palaces, an indoor 

garden and an amphitheatre. 

Warsaw is the only capital in Europe which can boast 
a national park (Kampinoski National Park) adjacent 
to the city. 12 nature reserves are located within 
the city limits, including Kabacki Forest, Olszynka 

Grochowska and Czerniakowskie Lake. The lake 
shore is inhabited by approximately 60 bird species, 
including 50 species under strict protection.

The right (eastern) Vistula river bank is one of 
the most extraordinary features of Warsaw. It is 
undeveloped, which is unique on a Euroepan scale. 
In the spring and summer, it is one of the favourite 
places for meetings and walks among young Warsaw 
residents. There are numerous beaches with bars and 
beach ball courts there.

Foreigners coming to Warsaw might be perplexed 
by multi-hectare land plots in the middle of the city, 
which look like parks, but they are enclosed and 
divided into small plots. These are the so called 
allotment gardens where Warsaw residents relax 
after work. The plot owners plant fruit trees and 
shrubs, flowers, decorative plants, and some even 
have small vegetable gardens.

Warsaw has an excellent zoo and botanical garden. 

The zoo houses one of the most modern elephant 

enclosures in Europe, as well as a hippo enclosure 

and a shark aquarium. 

Warsaw also engages its residents in planning green 
areas in the capital city. The City of Warsaw launched 
a free app called “Milion Drzew” (A Million Trees) 

which the residents can use to mark out locations 
where new trees should be planted. 

GREEN CITY
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FREE TIME

In recent years, the city’s evening and night life has 

been revolving around the Vistula river. Numerous 

clubs and bars were opened long the left bank, and 

some of them are located on barges docked along 

the river bank. Municipal beaches and beach bars 

are located on the right, undeveloped bank of the 

river. 

There are a lot of clubs, discos and pubs located 
in the city centre. DJ nights and dance parties are 
organised in pavilions at the back of Nowy Świat St. 
and Zbawiciela Sq. is a very popular location with its 

numerous cafés and restaurants. 

Similar trendy locations have been opened in recent 
years in post-industrial buildings in the Praga district 
(right-bank Warsaw). The first one was Soho at 

Młyńska St., followed by the area of a former vodka 

factory - Koneser Vodka Factory. During the day, 
you can meet employees of advertising agencies, 
creative boutiques and various start-ups here, and 
in the evening the place is filled with the sound of 
conversations and music. 

Ząbkowska St., the most iconic place in Praga, 
underwent a similar metamorphosis. It was a gloomy 
area 20 years ago, and now the place is vibrant until 
late at night. In the summer it is a venue of the Open 
Ząbkowska Festival. 
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There are numerous projects currently being 
implemented in Warsaw, aimed at improving 

the conditions of day-to-day functioning in the 

city. These are mainly investments in digital 

infrastructure and the city’s digital layer, including 

digital platforms: communication platform 

(Warszawa 19115), e-service platform (Moje 
19115), open data platform (API) and BigData 

analytical platform. 

Thanks to a free mobile app called Warszawa 19115, 
available on App Store and Google Play, residents can:
• inform us about a problem in the functioning of 

the city,
• evaluate how well the problem is being addressed,
• submit a free request - an idea for changes in the 

city,
• make Warsaw greener - indicate a location where 

a tree can be planted,
• check projects implemented under participatory 

budgeting,
• check the Warsaw Air Index - receive information 

about the current status of air quality, and the 
related recommendations for four health-risk 
groups,

• receive notifications about ongoing changes and 
current events taking place in the city,

• check the dates of waste collection from a 
specific address,

• check information on proper separate waste 
collection.

 

It is worth adding that Warsaw is a city with a great 

internal transport system, developed in line with the 

assumptions behind sustainable development.  

There are several dozen electric buses on the streets 

of Warsaw. Residents and tourists have at their 
disposal several mobile applications facilitating the 
purchase of tickets, parking fee payments, checking 
departure times, planning a route or estimating 
the actual bus or tram arrival time based on the 
vehicle location data provided by the City of Warsaw. 
The number of USB chargers on Warsaw buses is 
increasing, and Wi-Fi is available in over 1,000 buses 
in the city.

Residents and visitors may use a free urban hot-

spot network in Warsaw. The sites where a wireless 
internet service is available are marked with “HOT 
SPOT UM-Warszawa” signs, which are blue or brown, 
in the case of monuments and historic buildings.

SMART CITY 
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Warsaw is open to various types of business 

initiatives aimed at a multi-directional development 

of the city and its residents. Some prominent trends 

can be noted, though. The most rapidly developing 

business sectors in Warsaw currently include 

Business Process Outsourcing (BPO), Shared 

Service Centres (SSC), research and development 

activities (R&D), and, of course, IT. City authorities 

have acknowledged the trend, and have been 

continuously working on securing new investments 

in the sectors for several years now.

The Polish capital city has potential for growth 
and support of any initiatives, which align an 
innovative approach to managing a company with 
manufacturing and services. 

As far as specific industries are concerned, the 
explosive growth is particularly visible in the IT 

sector. The number of new IT companies is growing, 
just as the number of foreign companies establishing 
their branches in the capital of Poland. According 
to the IT community survey conducted in 2020 
by the Bulldogjob service, Mazowieckie Province 
is home to the largest number of IT specialists in 
Poland (26%). In turn, according to data from the IT 
Work Report in H1 2020 in Poland, prepared by No 
Fluff Jobs, IT specialists could count on the highest 
earnings in Warsaw, with salaries ranging between 
PLN 10,000 and 19,000 a month, depending on the 
agreement type. In addition, IT degree courses were 
one of the most popular fields of study in Warsaw, 
similar to economic and engineering courses. 50% 
of foreign students are planning the careers in the 
IT or telecommunications sectors (according to the 
publication entitled “Human Capital in Warsaw”, 2019, 
Antal). 

The growth of the gaming industry is also 

significant. According to the report entitled “Warsaw 
Gaming Industry 2019/2020” prepared by the Kraków 
Technology Park in cooperation with Polish Gamers 
Observatory and GRY-Online.pl, commissioned by 
the City of Warsaw, nearly 83% of Warsaw-based 
businesses believed that the capital city had a 

chance to become a gaming industry hub in Central 
and Eastern Europe. It is not a coincidence that 
CD Projekt, one of the world’s most famous game 
developers, was established and has its head office in 
Warsaw.

ECONOMIC 

PROFILE
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Taking into account the continuous development 

of Warsaw as a location attractive to investors, 

city authorities commissioned a diagnosis 

of the economic potential of the Warsaw 

agglomeration.

It also included the analysis of global trends 
and the most prospective economic growth 
directions by 2040. As a result of these activities, 
key promising economic areas were selected, 
which will allow the support for sectors which 

have the capabilities to generate substantial 
competitive advantage on the European and global 
markets, shape the contents of the message in 
the context of international economic promotion 

BUSINESS-FRIENDLY 

CITY

Warsaw’s office space market is the largest in the 
Central and Eastern Europe. Currently the capital 

city offers more than 5,590,000 sq m of modern 

office space. The unoccupied office space rate is 
7.8%. In the 1st half of 2020 in Warsaw 335,000 sq m  

of office space was rented. The most popular 
districts in terms of office space are still the Centre 
and Mokotów, which altogether cover 74% of the 

total demand.

Currently around 710,000 sq m of offices are being 
constructed, and are planned to be completed before 
the end of 2022. 44% of them are already secured 
with pre-lease agreements. At the end of the 1st half 
of 2020 the unoccupied office space rate in Warsaw 
increased to 7.9%.

The average office space lease cost is 22-24 euro 
for a square metre. In Warsaw a desk can be rented 
for PLN 300-1500 per month. Prices depend on the 
location and facilities of co-working spaces. 

The entire area of Warsaw belongs to the Polish 

Investment Zone. Within the zone, new investors 

can obtain support as part of public aid in the form 

of a CIT or PIT exemption.

In connection with the dynamic development of 
the services sector in Warsaw, a need also arose to 
implement a forward-looking support tool, the aim of 
which was to strengthen the competitive position of 
the capital city in Poland and in Europe by creating 
favourable conditions for the location of high quality 
services and R&D activities supporting them, as well 
as to strengthen the labour market, among others by 
creating new jobs for highly qualified staff. By way 
of a resolution of the Council of the Capital City, in 
2017, the capital introduced an aid programme for 

investors in the form of a real property tax exemption.

and policies for attracting talents, build the 
economic brand of the Warsaw agglomeration, 
and position it in relation to other urban centres. 
Diagnosed economic excellence areas by 
2040 include: creative industries with state-

of-the-art crafts and the gamedev sector, 

innovative business services, green municipal 

management, including circular economy and 

sharing economy, the agriculture and food 

sector, including products manufactured with 

the use of biotechnology and taking into account 

bioeconomy assumptions, and a start-up support 

centre for the East Europe area. 
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HISTORY  

The first estates in the area of today’s Warsaw were 
created as early as in the 9th century, and the city’s 

foundation was around 1300. However, Warsaw’s 

history really started in 1569, when the city was 

selected for the sessions of the Sejm (parliament) 
of the Republic of Poland. It can therefore be 

claimed that Warsaw is the capital city of Polish 

democracy. 

In 1573 in the fields surrounding the city the first 
free election took place. This was also when the 

Warsaw confederation was established in defence 

of religious tolerance. In 1596 King Sigismund III 
Vasa moved his court and the office to Warsaw, after 
which he inhabited the Warsaw castle. 

In 1788-1792 the Great Sejm (parliament) held its 
sessions in Warsaw, and on 3 May 1791 it passed 
the Constitution of 3rd May 1791, the first in Europe 
and second in the world. 
 

Unfortunately, not a long time after that Poland lost 

its independence for over 120 years and did not 

regain it before the late 18th century after World 

War I. Soon after the Polish–Soviet War broke out, 
during which the Soviet army reached the outskirts 
of the city. Near the eastern border of the city the 
Polish army fought the victorious Battle of Warsaw, 
also known as the Miracle on the Vistula. 
 

During World War II the city was the stage for brutally 
quashed uprisings: the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in 

1943 and the Warsaw Uprising in 1944. Throughout 
the war period as a result of the city’s siege in 
September 1939, and later as a consequence of the 
two uprisings, 84% of Warsaw’s left-bank buildings 

were destroyed. All bridges, stations, airports and 
telephone exchange buildings were ruined, as well as 
90% of industrial buildings and 75% of flats.

After the war Poland found itself in the area of 

influence of the Soviet Union. This is where the 
Warsaw Pact was signed, i.e. a military agreement 
between Eastern Block states. Almost 35 years later 
in Warsaw the Round Table Agreement was signed, 
which in fact ended the Communism era in Poland, 
and initiated systemic changes not only in our 
country but also in the entire Eastern Europe. This is 
where the new chapter in the history of Europe and 

the world began.

HISTORY 
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TOURIST 

ATTRACTIONS

Warsaw has quite a few monuments from various 

historical periods, and there would be many more 

if not for the fact that the vast majority of the city’s 
architecture was destroyed as a consequence of 

World War II.

Poland’s capital city experienced its heyday in the 

17th and 18th centuries, which is why you can find 
real pearls of Baroque architecture, starting from 
the Church of the Benedictine Nuns of Perpetual 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the New 

Town and the Bernardine Monastery in Czerniaków, 

through late Baroque churches in Krakowskie 

Przedmieście (the Visitationist Church, the 
Carmelites Church) and in the Old and the New 

Town. You must visit Wilanów, which is a palace and 
park complex built for Jan III Sobieski 10 km from the 
centre. In the centre of Warsaw, on the other hand, 
you will find the magnificent Royal Łazienki park with 

several classical palaces, orangeries, lakes and canals.

Warsaw’s Old Town, including the Royal Castle, was 

almost completely destroyed during the war, and 

rebuilt afterwards. From the Old Town to Wilanów 
leads a transport axis called the Royal Route, part of 
which are Krakowskie Przedmieście and Nowy Świat 
streets. On Krakowskie Przedmieście there is the 
main campus of the University of Warsaw and the 

Academy of Fine Arts, as well as the Presidential 

Palace and the most exclusive hotels of the capital, 
located in monumental historical buildings – Bristol 

Hotel and  Europejski Hotel. 
 

The Royal Route is crossed by the so-called Saxon 
Axis – here we can find the Evangelical-Augsburg 

Church and the Zachęta Gallery building, and on the 
other side – the Kazimierz Palace located on the 

campus of the University of Warsaw. The 19th century 
is represented by the palace-like buildings of Bankowy 

Square and the impressive Grand Theatre.

A separate, but equally interesting category of 
monuments, are buildings from the 1950s. The 
landscape is dominated by the Palace of Culture 

and Science, towering over the capital, „gifted” to 
Warsaw by the authorities of the Soviet Union and 
built by Soviet workers. In the immediate vicinity of the 
Palace of Culture (as it is called for short) there is the 
Marszałkowska Housing Estate and the popular MDM. 
It is a complex of buildings built in the monumental 
socialist realism style.

Many interesting buildings can be found in the right-
bank part of the city, i.e. Warsaw’s Praga district, which 
was less severely destroyed during World War II.
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When visiting Warsaw, one should not forget about equally interesting contemporary buildings, such as the 
BUW (University of Warsaw Library) in Powiśle. Nearby there is the Copernicus Science Centre, a modern 
educational centre, which is visited by individual tourists, families and school trips all year round. 

In the middle of one of the most important 
intersections in the capital, at the Charles 
de Gaulle Roundabout, where Aleje 
Jerozolimskie and Nowy Świat streets 
intersect, there is a palm tree – an art 
installation entitled „Greetings from Aleje 
Jerozolimskie”. It is the most famous 
artistic public space project in Poland after 
1989. The 15-metre high artificial plant was 
placed here on 12 December 2002.  

There is a regular bus line (No. 180) 
that takes you to most interesting and 
sightseeing worthy places in Warsaw. Its 
route runs along the Royal Tract to Wilanów. 
The whole trip lasts around 60-70 minutes.

WARSAW SURROUNDINGS

Not only is Warsaw close to the centre of Europe, 

but it is in the centre of Poland as well. 

Within 2-3 hours you can reach the Baltic Sea resort 
of Tricity by train, and the train trip to Kraków 

takes about 2.5 hours. In the immediate vicinity of 
Warsaw, there is an abundance of places where you 
can spend a pleasant summer weekend. A dozen 
or so kilometres north of the capital there is Lake 

Zegrzyńskie, the largest reservoir in Masovia, all 
water sports enthusiasts will enjoy. In turn, adjacent 
to the north-western borders of Warsaw there is 
Kampinos National Park, entered in the UNESCO 
world list of biosphere reserves.

In the nearest surroundings of Warsaw you can find 
other tourist attractions as well: 

• Żelazowa Wola – the birthplace of Fryderyk 
Chopin. The heart of Chopin, who spent his youth 
in Warsaw but died in Paris, was transported 
from France to Poland and placed in one of the 
pillars of Warsaw’s Holy Cross Church,

• Żyrardow – a 19th century factory settlement,
• Płock – the historical capital of Masovia dating 

back to the Middle Ages and the former capital 
of Poland,

• Modlin Fortress – a complex of fortifications 
from the 19th and early 20th centuries,

• The Diocesan Museum in Siedlce with El Greco’s 
painting „The Ecstasy of St. Francis of Assisi”,

• Museum of the Masovian Village in Sierpc,
• Museum of Motorisation and Technology in 

Otrębusy, 
• Julinek – an amusement park for the whole 

family, 
• Suntago – an amusement and recreation park.
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FUN FACTS  

ABOUT WARSAW

World War II was extremely ruthless to Warsaw.  

More than 65% of the city was destroyed as a result 
of warfare, siege and uprisings, but the percentage 
of destruction of the left-bank Warsaw reached  
85%. All bridges, stations, airports and telephone 
exchanges, over 98% of street lamps, 90% of 
industrial buildings, healthcare facilities, 85% of 
the tramway network, 75% of flats, 50% of power 
stations and 30% of street pavings were destroyed. 
There was 20 million cubic metres of rubble in the 
city, along with numerous mines and unexploded 
ordnance. 

The Palace of Culture and Science, located in the 
very centre of the city, was described by socialist 
propaganda as a gift from Joseph Stalin and the 
Soviet people to the people of Warsaw. It was based 
on the model of similar buildings constructed in 
Moscow at that time, but enriched with elements 
inspired by the Polish Renaissance architecture. 
Today it is a priceless token of monumental socialist 
realism architecture. There are eight such buildings in 
the world, with seven others in Moscow.

The Rotunda is a very important building in the 
landscape of contemporary Warsaw. This building, 
avant-garde for its time, which is a glazed steel 
structure on a circular plan, was erected in 1966 
at the intersection of Jerozolimskie Avenue and 
Marszałkowska Street and immediately became 
one of the landmarks of the city. The building is 
associated with one of the greatest tragedies in the 
post-war history of the city – in February 1979,  
as a result of a gas explosion, the building was 
completely destroyed, burying 49 people in its ruins. 
In 2019, a new facility was built in place of the old 
one. Today it houses the headquarters of a bank and 
a café overlooking the capital’s main intersection. 

Warsaw is home to the world’s narrowest house. 

The 152-centimetre wide building was designed in 
2012 as a studio for Etgar Keret, an Israeli writer of 
Polish origin. The project refers to the story of Keret’s 
family, whose father for many months hid during the 
Nazi occupation in a very narrow room, where you 
could neither stand nor lie down, only sit.

The Varso Tower is one of the skyscrapers in the complex of three office buildings located at the corner 
of Chmielna Street and Jana Pawła II Avenue. Its completion is scheduled for 2021. It will be the tallest 

building in the European Union, including the spire its height will reach 310 metres, which is 73 metres 
more than the Palace of Culture. It will provide just over 70 thousand m² of office and retail space.

One of the residents’ favourite places in the city, particularly during the winter season, is Hill Szczęśliwicka. 
Sometimes called Mound Szczęśliwicka, the hill is an artificial rise, reaching 152 m above sea level. It is 
located in Szczęśliwicki Park, in the western part of Ochota district. Its peak is the highest point in the 
vicinity. The biggest attraction of the hill is the ski slope. When the weather conditions are right in winter, the 
slope is lighted, has a working ski lift and a snow-making system.
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	DEAR READERS, 
	DEAR READERS, 
	DEAR READERS, 

	Warsaw is an open, friendly and rapidly 
	Warsaw is an open, friendly and rapidly 
	developing metropolis. High quality of life, 
	qualified staff, a leading academic centre, and 
	a wide range of highest-quality real estate are 
	only a few assets of the city.

	Thanks to its location in the central part of 
	Thanks to its location in the central part of 
	the country, Warsaw is a major business hub 
	and an unquestionable leader in the Central 
	and Eastern Europe area in terms of economic 
	growth and the maturity of the office market. 
	Employers have a wide access to qualified staff. 

	The city has state-of-the-art and 
	The city has state-of-the-art and 
	environmentally-friendly public transport 
	and an extensive network of cycle paths. The 
	green character of Warsaw contributes to its 
	uniqueness. Green areas account for nearly 40% 
	of the city’s total area, including natural areas, 
	unique at a European scale, along the Vistula 
	river flowing across the city. 

	Warsaw is an extraordinary city which has a lot 
	Warsaw is an extraordinary city which has a lot 
	to offer to both those who come here as tourists 
	and to those who think about staying here 
	for some time, investing, opening a company 
	branch or opening a new business. Everyone 
	is welcome. I would like my city to become 
	your city, where you will find not only business 
	partners, talented highly-qualified staff, 

	or clients, but also friends. 
	or clients, but also friends. 

	RAFAŁ TRZASKOWSKI
	RAFAŁ TRZASKOWSKI

	MAYOR OF WARSAW
	MAYOR OF WARSAW
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	CAPITAL
	CAPITAL
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	GENERAL
	GENERAL
	GENERAL

	INFORMATION 
	INFORMATION 

	Warsaw is the capital of Poland and the 
	Warsaw is the capital of Poland and the 
	Mazowieckie Province, and at the same time the 
	largest Polish city. 

	It is situated in the central east part of Poland 
	It is situated in the central east part of Poland 
	on the Central Mazovian Lowland (Nizina 
	Środkowomazowiecka), at the altitude of 78-121 m 
	above sea level, along both banks of the Vistula river.

	It covers the area of approx. 517 km
	It covers the area of approx. 517 km
	2
	, and is the 
	centre of urban agglomeration.

	The coat of arms depicts the Warsaw Mermaid. 
	The coat of arms depicts the Warsaw Mermaid. 
	According to the legend, ages ago a mermaid chose 
	to live in the area where today’s Warsaw is located, 
	where she made friends with local fishermen. She 
	loved dabbling in water and would sing beautifully, 
	making the lives of the people and animals living 
	in the area more enjoyable. But a greedy merchant 
	captured her, locked her in a chest, and wanted to 
	travel across the country, showcasing her on fairs, 
	and earning money on her wonderful voice. A young 
	fisherman heard her loud cry, and turned to his friends 
	to rescue her together. Grateful mermaid promised to 
	protect them and guard the town they would establish 
	here. 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw area code is: (+48) 22 
	Warsaw area code is: (+48) 22 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	post codes: from 00-XXX to 04-XXX, and 05-075 
	post codes: from 00-XXX to 04-XXX, and 05-075 
	and 05-077.
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	The Mayor heads the city administration, and is 
	The Mayor heads the city administration, and is 
	The Mayor heads the city administration, and is 
	appointed in open election by city residents. The 
	Mayor’s term of office is 5 years, similarly to the 
	terms of office of the City Council. The City Council 
	makes decisions on the most important matters 
	affecting the city and supervises the Mayor’s 
	operations.

	Warsaw comprises 18 districts, out of which 11, 
	Warsaw comprises 18 districts, out of which 11, 
	Bemowo, Bielany, Mokotów, Ochota, Śródmieście, 
	Ursus, Ursynów, Wilanów, Włochy, Wola and 
	Żoliborz are located on the left (west) bank of the 
	Vistula river, and the other 7 districts, Białołęka, 
	Praga-Południe, Praga-Północ, Rembertów, 
	Targówek, Wawer and Wesoła, are situated on the 
	right (east) river bank.

	1.79m people are registered for residence in the 
	1.79m people are registered for residence in the 
	city, but the actual number of residents is higher. 
	It is estimated that around 1.90-1.95m people live 
	in Warsaw. Warsaw agglomeration, on the other 
	hand, has a population of over 3.5m people who 
	work in Warsaw and use the city’s infrastructure 
	on a daily basis. What is important, the population 
	of Warsaw increased by over 200,000 residents in 
	the last 20 years.

	Warsaw, as the capital city of Poland, is the seat 
	Warsaw, as the capital city of Poland, is the seat 
	of most national government bodies, ministries, 
	agencies and state institutions. It is also where 
	the headquarters of Frontex agency, responsible 
	for the security of the European Union’s external 
	borders, Office for Democratic Institutions 
	and Human Rights, OSCE institution, and the 
	diplomatic and consular posts of most countries 
	of the world are located. 

	Warsaw cooperates with numerous cities 
	Warsaw cooperates with numerous cities 
	worldwide, which can be demonstrated by a long 
	list of partner cities: These are:

	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 

	Berlin
	Berlin


	2. 
	2. 
	2. 

	Budapest
	Budapest


	3. 
	3. 
	3. 

	Kharkiv
	Kharkiv


	4. 
	4. 
	4. 

	Chicago
	Chicago


	5. 
	5. 
	5. 

	Düsseldorf
	Düsseldorf


	6. 
	6. 
	6. 

	Grozny
	Grozny


	7. 
	7. 
	7. 

	Hamamatsu
	Hamamatsu


	8. 
	8. 
	8. 

	Hanoi
	Hanoi


	9. 
	9. 
	9. 

	Harbin
	Harbin


	10. 
	10. 
	10. 

	Île-de-France
	Île-de-France


	11. 
	11. 
	11. 

	Kiev
	Kiev


	12. 
	12. 
	12. 

	Moscow
	Moscow


	13. 
	13. 
	13. 

	Nur-Sultan
	Nur-Sultan


	14. 
	14. 
	14. 

	Odessa
	Odessa


	15. 
	15. 
	15. 

	Oslo
	Oslo


	16. 
	16. 
	16. 

	Paris 
	Paris 


	17. 
	17. 
	17. 

	Rio de Janeiro
	Rio de Janeiro


	18. 
	18. 
	18. 

	Riga
	Riga


	19. 
	19. 
	19. 

	Saint Petersburg
	Saint Petersburg


	20. 
	20. 
	20. 

	Seoul
	Seoul


	21. 
	21. 
	21. 

	Smolensk
	Smolensk


	22. 
	22. 
	22. 

	Istanbul
	Istanbul


	23. 
	23. 
	23. 

	Taipei
	Taipei


	24. 
	24. 
	24. 

	Tbilisi
	Tbilisi


	25. 
	25. 
	25. 

	Tel Aviv-Yafo
	Tel Aviv-Yafo


	26. 
	26. 
	26. 

	Toronto
	Toronto


	27. 
	27. 
	27. 

	Vienna 
	Vienna 


	28. 
	28. 
	28. 

	Vilnius
	Vilnius


	29. 
	29. 
	29. 

	Zagreb
	Zagreb
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	PRACTICAL 
	PRACTICAL 
	PRACTICAL 
	INFORMATION 

	Warsaw is situated in the heart of Europe. 
	Warsaw is situated in the heart of Europe. 

	It is located within a similar distance from Vienna, 
	It is located within a similar distance from Vienna, 
	Budapest or Prague (about 700 km), and even 
	closer to Berlin (about 600 km), Minsk (about 

	550 km) or Vilnius (less than 500 km). 
	550 km) or Vilnius (less than 500 km). 

	Warsaw has excellent transport access to the entire 
	Warsaw has excellent transport access to the entire 
	world. You can come here by plane, train, bus or a car. 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw has direct flights not only to nearly all 
	Warsaw has direct flights not only to nearly all 
	European capitals, but also to numerous major 
	cities, such as Edinburgh, Manchester, Liverpool, 
	Göteborg, Malmö, Lviv, Catania, Venice, Milan, 
	Barcelona, Geneva, Munich, Stuttgart, Cologne, 
	Antwerp, Hamburg or Frankfurt. You can travel 
	without change of flights from the Chopin 
	Airport to New York, Chicago, Toronto, Los 
	Angeles, Singapore, Beijing, Seoul, Tokyo, Dubai, 
	Hurghada, Sharm El Sheikh, Antalya, Larnaka, 
	Tunis, and also to Canary Islands, Madeira, and 
	even to Zanzibar.



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Most Warsaw-bound aeroplanes land on the 
	Most Warsaw-bound aeroplanes land on the 
	Chopin Airport (
	www.lotnisko-chopina.pl
	), 
	located within the city limits, about 10 km away 
	from the centre. Some aeroplanes land on the 
	Warsaw Modlin Airport (
	www.modlinairport.pl
	), 
	situated within a 35 km distance from the city 
	centre, where you can get by train or bus.  


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Yo
	Yo
	u can travel to the capital of Poland by 
	train. Warsaw has excellent rail connections 
	with most Polish large cities, and a direct 
	connection with Berlin, Prague, Bratislava, 
	Vienna, Budapest, Lviv, Kiev, Moscow, Minsk or 
	Grodno.



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	There is also a motorway from Berlin to 
	There is also a motorway from Berlin to 
	Warsaw. The distance between the two cities 
	is around 570 km, so we can assume that 
	such journey would take about 6 hours. 



	Warsaw houses 663 accommodation 
	Warsaw houses 663 accommodation 
	establishments,
	 including 108 hotels prepared 
	to serve 50,056 guests. The capital of Poland 
	is also a place where you will find a multitude 
	of conference centres. Among over 200 of 
	establishments of this type, there are, i.a., 
	hotels with conference capabilities, as well as 
	museums, theatres and universities with their 
	own conference halls (source: Tourism in Warsaw 
	Report 2019). 

	The weather in Warsaw depends on the season 
	The weather in Warsaw depends on the season 
	of the year.
	 The capital city is located in a 
	moderate climate zone, which means that we can 
	distinguish four seasons - spring, summer, autumn 
	and winter. In the summer, maximum temperature 
	ranges between 25 and 35 degrees Celcius 
	(77-88°F). January and February are the coldest 
	months, where average temperature is around 0°C. 

	According to the data in the Safe and Open Cities 
	According to the data in the Safe and Open Cities 
	report*, Warsaw is the safest city in Poland.

	Safety in the city is assessed well by 92% 
	Safety in the city is assessed well by 92% 
	of residents aged over 15. According to the 
	safearound.com report, Warsaw is the seventh 
	safest capital city in the world (right after Andora, 
	Vienna, Seoul, Oslo, Prague and Taipei).

	The capital city has been implementing its crime 
	The capital city has been implementing its crime 
	prevention programme called “Safe Warsaw” for 
	years. We focus on a consistent improvement of 
	safety in the public space, in public utility buildings, 
	road traffic safety, as well as fire protection and 
	epidemiological safety. Warsaw operates a Public-
	Safety Answering Point, which serves emergency 
	notifications from the city area to the European 
	emergency number 112.

	Warsaw is continuing its efforts to improve the 
	Warsaw is continuing its efforts to improve the 
	air quality in the city. 
	We place emphasis on 
	public transport, which is why we are extending 
	metro lines, replacing old public transport vehicles 
	with low-emission ones, developing our cycling 
	infrastructure, and encouraging residents to 
	replace their old coal-fired boilers with new gas-
	fired heat sources, by providing subsidies. Warsaw 
	residents can receive funding for the installation 
	of systems based on renewable energy sources. 
	We run regular activities aimed at making our city 
	greener. 

	Water supplied to homes in Warsaw is safe 
	Water supplied to homes in Warsaw is safe 
	 
	and meets all the stringent quality standards 
	and guidelines of the World Health Organization 
	(WHO). The Laboratories of the Municipal Water 
	and Sewerage Company (MPWiK) control the 
	water quality in the river - at each stage - from 
	the intake, through treatment, to the water supply 
	network. 

	Warsaw introduced a smoking ban 
	Warsaw introduced a smoking ban 
	on public 
	transport stops, in clubs, pubs and restaurants 
	(apart from rooms designated specifically for 
	smokers). It is also forbidden to drink alcohol in 
	public places (parks, squares, streets etc.) outside 
	the designated sites, such as beer gardens outside 
	restaurants or pubs, and the Vistula Boulevards.

	STATUTORY HOLIDAYS 
	STATUTORY HOLIDAYS 
	IN POLAND ARE:

	• New Year’s Day - 1st January
	• New Year’s Day - 1st January

	• Epiphany - 6th January
	• Epiphany - 6th January

	• Easter - 2 days in March or April
	• Easter - 2 days in March or April

	• Labour Day - 1st May
	• Labour Day - 1st May

	• The 3rd May Constitution Day - 3rd May
	• The 3rd May Constitution Day - 3rd May

	• Corpus Christi - 1 day, usually in June or in late 
	• Corpus Christi - 1 day, usually in June or in late 
	May - always on a Thursday.

	• Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 15th 
	• Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 15th 
	August

	• All Saints’ Day - 1st November
	• All Saints’ Day - 1st November

	• Independence Day - 11th November
	• Independence Day - 11th November

	• Christmas - 25th and 26th December
	• Christmas - 25th and 26th December
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	*) Report prepared by “Polityka Insight” in 2017 for the Polish Robert Schuman Foundation and the Konrad Adenauer 
	*) Report prepared by “Polityka Insight” in 2017 for the Polish Robert Schuman Foundation and the Konrad Adenauer 
	*) Report prepared by “Polityka Insight” in 2017 for the Polish Robert Schuman Foundation and the Konrad Adenauer 
	Foundation in Poland. 
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	AROUND THE CITY  
	AROUND THE CITY  

	The public transport system is a true pride of 
	The public transport system is a true pride of 
	Warsaw. In recent years, the underground rail 
	system has been experiencing rapid development. 
	The city is covered by an intricate network of bus 
	routes, and a well-developed tram network, which 
	cannot be found in any other European capital. 
	Thanks to this, you can reach every, even the most 
	remote part of the agglomeration quickly and 
	conveniently. 

	What is important, Warsaw public transport also 
	What is important, Warsaw public transport also 
	operates at nights. You can use a night bus service 
	between 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., seven days a 
	week.

	Trains operated by Rapid City Rail (
	Trains operated by Rapid City Rail (
	SKM
	), the Warsaw 
	Commuter Railway (
	WKD
	) and suburban trains 
	operated by Polish Railways (
	PKP
	) reach the outskirts 
	of the city and several dozen towns located near 
	Warsaw. People commuting to the centre of Warsaw 
	from distant city areas or from outside Warsaw can 
	leave their cars in numerous P&R facilities located 
	near the most important railway or metro stations, 
	and switch to public transport.

	Warsaw has been investing in an environmentally 
	Warsaw has been investing in an environmentally 
	friendly public transport for years. 
	In addition to 
	extending its underground railway and the tram route 
	network, the city is replacing combustion vehicles 
	with low-emission LPG-powered buses and zero-
	emission electric vehicles. In 2020, the Warsaw 
	electric bus fleet was among the three largest ones 
	in Europe. The public transport timetable is available 
	on 
	www.wtp.waw.pl
	 and on 
	www.jakdojade.pl
	, or 
	you can call
	 19115
	 (22 19 115 when using a mobile 
	phone).

	Licensed Warsaw taxi-cabs 
	Licensed Warsaw taxi-cabs 
	should have a proper 
	marking: a yellow and red stripe, a side number 
	and the coat of arms of Warsaw, the Warsaw 
	mermaid. There are two taxi fare zones in Warsaw, 
	their boundaries are marked by Zone 1 and Zone 
	2 signs. Each zone has its separate fare list in 
	place. It is worth knowing that the costs of the taxi 
	service will be higher at night than during the day. 

	There are over 30 taxi companies operating 
	There are over 30 taxi companies operating 
	in Warsaw. 
	 You can book a taxi by phone, text 
	message or via a mobile app - a taxi will usually 
	reach you within 5 to 10 minutes.

	There are car rental centres operating in the city
	There are car rental centres operating in the city
	,
	 
	and you can also use a car-sharing service or 
	Veturilo
	, a city bike system, which is one of the 
	largest in Europe.

	Bicycles are available 24/7, for 9 months 
	Bicycles are available 24/7, for 9 months 
	during the year - between 1st March and 
	30th November.
	 Rental of mopeds and electric 
	scooters is also gaining popularity. The network 
	of cycle paths is continuously extending. Cyclists 
	can currently use around 650 kilometres of bicycle 
	routes.
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	AN OPEN CITY
	AN OPEN CITY
	 


	Warsaw residents are open-minded, hospitable and 
	Warsaw residents are open-minded, hospitable and 
	Warsaw residents are open-minded, hospitable and 
	curious about the world. 

	Foreigners can count on the support in adapting to 
	Foreigners can count on the support in adapting to 
	new circumstances provided by non-governmental 
	organisations co-financed by the city. Most of 
	such organisations run information activities, legal 
	counselling, various types of integration activities, 
	Polish language courses for refugees and immigrants. 
	They also provide psychological counselling and assist 
	in finding employment. Moreover, the organisations 
	propose various types of workshops for immigrants, 
	organise artistic, cultural and socialising events, 
	classes for children, collection of various necessary 
	goods, and fund-raising campaigns, assist in finding 
	accommodation, offer material, medical and language 
	support.

	The Multicultural Centre, an institution 
	The Multicultural Centre, an institution 

	co-created by NGOs and the City of Warsaw, 
	co-created by NGOs and the City of Warsaw, 

	plays a key role in organising adaptive 
	plays a key role in organising adaptive 

	and support measures addressed to immigrants 
	and support measures addressed to immigrants 

	(www.centrumwielokulturowe.waw.pl/en_gb). 
	(www.centrumwielokulturowe.waw.pl/en_gb). 
	The 
	Centre functions as a local activity place, providing 
	support for immigrants (legal advice, information and 
	consultation desks), and provides various types of 
	educational services, by organising cultural initiatives 
	and recreational activities. 

	Warsaw is one of the largest academic centres 
	Warsaw is one of the largest academic centres 
	in Europe. 
	A nearly a quarter million people study 
	in the Polish capital. Foreign students account 
	for 10% (nearly 25,000) of all people studying in 
	Warsaw. Close to 90% of them come from Europe, 
	while the remaining group includes Asians, mostly 
	Chinese. According to research results, graduates 
	of Warsaw-based higher-education institutions 
	are guaranteed a good position, while applying 
	for a job. There are over 100,000 EU citizens and 
	approximately 90,000 non-EU foreigners working 
	in Warsaw. Ukrainian, Belorussian and Russian 
	nationals account for a vast majority of the latter 
	group. Warsaw is also home to many Chinese, 
	Vietnamese, and Korean nationals. You can meet 
	people from all continents representing a wide 
	range of cultural backgrounds.

	Moreover, international agencies, organisations, 
	Moreover, international agencies, organisations, 
	and chambers of commerce have their offices 
	in Warsaw. 
	Numerous international companies 
	and corporations chose Warsaw as the location of 
	their regional decision-making centres and offices 
	coordinating operations in the Central and Eastern 
	Europe area.

	For many years now, Poland has been ranked 
	For many years now, Poland has been ranked 
	high on a list of non-English speaking countries 
	where command of English among residents is 
	good. 
	Warsaw is ranked highest in this respect 
	in Poland. You should not have a problem with 
	communicating in Russian, German French or 
	Spanish here as well.
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	OFFICIAL MATTERS
	OFFICIAL MATTERS
	OFFICIAL MATTERS

	It is necessary to arrange several official matters to 
	It is necessary to arrange several official matters to 
	live and work in Warsaw.

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	EU (and EEA/Switzerland) citizens
	EU (and EEA/Switzerland) citizens
	 
	Poland is a Member State of the European Union, 
	so no special conditions apply to all EU residents 
	and their families in relation to a stay of up to 
	three months. Every EU citizens may stay in 
	Poland for six months as an active job-seeker. 
	 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Third-country nationals 
	Third-country nationals 
	 
	Different rules apply to third-country nationals 
	entering Poland. Under international agreements, 
	certain foreigners require visas to enter Poland 
	(as part of travelling to the Schengen Area). 
	 
	Upon coming to Poland the most important 
	document to apply for is a residence card. 
	 
	A valid residence card confirms the identity 
	 
	of a foreigner during their stay on the territory
	 
	 of the Republic of Poland, authorises them 
	to cross the border multiple times without the 
	need to obtain a visa, and travel to other states 
	belonging to the Schengen Area. 



	To take up employment in Warsaw, foreigners must 
	To take up employment in Warsaw, foreigners must 
	hold a bank account where their salaries are to be 
	transferred. To open an account you need a PESEL 
	personal identification number. The PESEL number 
	– in the Universal Electronic Population Registration 
	System - allows the exercise of the same rights as 
	those entrusted to Polish nationals. PESEL numbers 
	are given by District Offices in Warsaw.

	Detailed information on residence in Poland is 
	Detailed information on residence in Poland is 
	available on the website of the Office for Foreigners: 

	www.udsc.gov.pl/en/
	www.udsc.gov.pl/en/

	Foreigners can take up employment in Poland if:
	Foreigners can take up employment in Poland if:

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	they stay in Poland legally and have a work 
	they stay in Poland legally and have a work 
	permit, unless it is not required, or


	• 
	• 
	• 

	have temporary residence and work permit 
	have temporary residence and work permit 
	or a temporary residence permit in order to 
	perform work in a profession requiring high 
	qualifications.



	To find a job in Poland
	To find a job in Poland
	, the best thing to do is to 
	check job ads posted on websites. While looking 
	for a job (with a Polish work permit), you can 
	also use employment agency services. Every 
	entity of this type must be entered in the National 
	Register of Employment Agencies (KRAZ). Job 
	advertisements can also be found in social media. 
	Non-governmental organisations supporting 
	foreigners in settling in Poland are also an 
	excellent source of information. 

	Anyone wishing to start a company in Warsaw 
	Anyone wishing to start a company in Warsaw 
	may use the information on: 

	www.www.biznes.gov.pl/en
	www.www.biznes.gov.pl/en
	. The objective of 
	the website is to help arrange matters related to 
	starting and running business activities, and to 
	simplify formal arrangements required to start 
	and run a company. The website also serves 
	as a search engine of contact details of all 
	institutions providing services to entrepreneurs, 
	provides practical guidelines on how to succeed 
	in business, and allows the arrangement of 
	administrative matters via electronic means of 
	communication. All information and electronic 
	services are available in Polish and English.

	You can also turn for assistance in starting your 
	You can also turn for assistance in starting your 
	business 
	to the municipal business incubator,  
	Centre of Entrepreneurship Smolna
	, which 
	provides consultations, advice and training on 
	starting and running a company. More information: 
	www.firma.um.warszawa.pl
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	Compared with other European capital cities, the 
	Compared with other European capital cities, the 
	cost of living in Warsaw is relatively low. 

	According to the Mapping the World’s Prices 2019 
	According to the Mapping the World’s Prices 2019 
	report, prepared by Deutsche Bank, 
	Warsaw is ranked 
	12th in terms of the lowest costs of living. 
	Berlin is 
	ranked 27th, Brussels - 36th, London  - 47th, Madrid - 
	24th, and New York was placed on the 53rd position.

	The costs of renting a flat in Warsaw is by 75% lower 
	The costs of renting a flat in Warsaw is by 75% lower 
	than in New York.

	The average monthly costs of renting a flat in 
	The average monthly costs of renting a flat in 
	Warsaw is:

	• approx. PLN 3,000 (approx. EUR 640) for a single-
	• approx. PLN 3,000 (approx. EUR 640) for a single-
	bedroom flat in the city centre,

	• approx. PLN 2,200 (approx. EUR 480) for a single-
	• approx. PLN 2,200 (approx. EUR 480) for a single-
	bedroom flat outside the centre,

	• approx. PLN 5,400 (approx. EUR 1,200) for a three-
	• approx. PLN 5,400 (approx. EUR 1,200) for a three-
	bedroom flat in the city centre, 

	• and approx. PLN 3,900 (approx. EUR 860) for a 
	• and approx. PLN 3,900 (approx. EUR 860) for a 
	three-bedroom flat outside the centre.

	Annual tuition
	Annual tuition
	 costs in private higher-education
	 
	institutions, depending on the specific university and 
	course programme, range between PLN 8,000 and 
	10,000 (EUR 1,750 - 2,200). For example, an IT course 
	programme will cost around PLN 6,000 - 10,000 
	(EUR 1,300 - 2,200), while law studies might generate 
	expenses ranging between PLN 5,000 and 12,000 (EUR 
	1,100 - 2,600). The highest tuition fees are charged for 
	medical studies (Medical University of Warsaw) 

	- a medical course programme costs PLN 43,200 (EUR 
	- a medical course programme costs PLN 43,200 (EUR 
	9,400), and a dental course programme costs PLN 
	48,100  (EUR 10,500).

	A monthly travel card
	A monthly travel card
	 for all means of municipal 
	public transport, covering the entire city area and 
	neighbouring towns (Zones 1 and 2) costs PLN 
	180 (EUR 40). Holders of Warsaw resident cards, 
	available to all those registered for residence in 
	Warsaw, pay less - around PLN 100 (EUR 22).

	A taxi fare
	A taxi fare
	 is around PLN 2 (EUR 0,50) per 
	kilometre. Leaving your car in 
	paid parking zones
	 
	(mostly in the central city districts) costs PLN 
	3,90 (EUR 1) for the first hour, and a bit more for 
	subsequent hours. 
	The costs of leasing a parking 
	place
	 range between PLN 200 and 400 a month 
	(EUR 45 - 90), depending on the district. 

	A lot of Warsaw restaurants have lunch sets on 
	A lot of Warsaw restaurants have lunch sets on 
	their menus, served in lunch time, and you can buy 
	them for approx. PLN 25 (EUR 5.5). A dinner is a 
	more substantial expense than lunch - 
	a dinner 
	for two costs
	 around PLN 100 - 150 (EUR 23 - 35), 
	not to mention drinks, as a bottle of wine is at 
	least PLN 100 (about EUR 23), a small bottle of 
	water - about PLN 10 (EUR 2.3), while the price of 
	a double espresso is no less than PLN 8 (EUR 2).

	You can go to a cinema in your free time. 
	You can go to a cinema in your free time. 
	 
	A cinema ticket 
	costs around PLN 40 (EUR 9), 
	 
	and a theatre ticket is approximately PLN 100 
	(EUR 23). The price for an hour of fun 
	at the 
	trampoline park
	 is PLN 30 (EUR 6.5), and 
	a 
	monthly pass to a fitness club or gym
	, with 
	unlimited access, is at least PLN 100 (EUR 23).  
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	There are 58 hospitals operating in Warsaw. The 
	There are 58 hospitals operating in Warsaw. The 
	largest pediatric hospital in Poland, the Children’s 
	Memorial Health Institute, is located on the 
	outskirts of the city, in Międzylesie.

	58 
	58 

	hospitals
	hospitals

	One of the largest and the most prominent medical 
	One of the largest and the most prominent medical 
	schools in Poland - the Medical University of 
	Warsaw - is situated in Warsaw. 

	The Polish healthcare system 
	The Polish healthcare system 
	is based on an 
	insurance model. This means that patients are 
	required to have health insurance to receive medical 
	assistance in a public healthcare institution (also in an 
	emergency department). There are some exceptions 
	to the rule, for example holders of Pole’s card may 
	receive emergency medical aid free-of-charge.

	People running business activities 
	People running business activities 
	are obliged 
	to register for health insurance independently. 
	Foreigners also have a possibility to purchase 
	voluntary health insurance coverage for themselves 
	and their family members, or use the services of 
	insurance companies.

	EU citizens 
	EU citizens 
	may use Polish healthcare services on 
	the same principles as Polish nationals, if they are 
	covered by health insurance in their countries of 
	origin. Foreigners from countries outside the EU may 
	purchase such insurance in Poland on a voluntary 
	basis.

	Foreigners 
	Foreigners 
	may also use private healthcare services, 
	including numerous private outpatient clinics and 
	hospitals located in Warsaw. 
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	The Polish education system is composed of several 
	The Polish education system is composed of several 
	stages.

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Kindergarten/Nurseries provide care services 
	Kindergarten/Nurseries provide care services 
	to children who are between 20 weeks and 
	3 years old. 
	Warsaw provides places for over 
	14,500 children in these institutions, free-of-
	charge. In order to send a child to a nursery or 
	kindergarten, parents must live in Warsaw, and 
	submit documents confirming that their child has 
	undergone all mandatory vaccinations. 



	 
	 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Children aged 3 to 6 years old may attend pre-
	Children aged 3 to 6 years old may attend pre-
	schools
	, and 6-year-old children are covered by 
	obligatory pre-school education (Year 0). Some 
	Warsaw-based schools have preparatory classes 
	for schoolchildren coming from abroad who 
	do not speak Polish or their command of the 
	language is insufficient to start regular education.



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Children and teenagers aged between 7 and 
	Children and teenagers aged between 7 and 
	18 are covered by compulsory education in 
	Poland. 
	Primary school education lasts eight 
	years. Each child has a guaranteed place in 
	their district school - according to their place 
	of residence. Parents may apply for admitting 
	their child to another school in Warsaw of their 
	choice. Six-year-old children may also start 
	their primary school education at the request of 
	their parents. Primary school is divided into two 
	stages: Years 1-3 and years 4-8. In the first stage 
	(children aged 7 to 9), classes are not divided into 
	individual subjects, and are run by one teacher. 
	As regards older schoolchildren (aged 10 to 15), 
	education activities are performed as part of 
	individual subjects, with classes held by teachers 
	specialising in a given area. 



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Schoolchildren who come from abroad and do 
	Schoolchildren who come from abroad and do 
	not have a command of Polish in a degree which 
	is sufficient for regular education may attend 
	preparatory classes. 
	In Warsaw, such classes 
	were established in three state primary schools 
	and one general-education secondary school. 
	Each foreign student is entitled to three hours a 
	week of additional, unpaid language training.



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	4-year general-education secondary schools, 
	4-year general-education secondary schools, 
	5-year technical secondary schools and  
	3-year 1st degree vocational schools are 
	intended for pupils over 15. 
	To enter tertiary 
	education, pupils are required to graduate 
	from a general-education or technical 
	secondary school, and pass the school-
	leaving examination (Matura).
	 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Post-secondary schools or 2-year 2nd 
	Post-secondary schools or 2-year 2nd 
	degree vocational schools are intended 
	for graduates of general-education and 
	technical secondary schools 
	for those who 
	wish to gain additional vocational skills.



	Warsaw is the largest academic centre in 
	Warsaw is the largest academic centre in 
	Poland. 
	There are 15 state universities and over 
	49 non-public higher-education institutions in 
	Warsaw, including specialist schools, such as art, 
	medical, teacher training or agricultural schools. 
	Warsaw-based higher-education institutions 
	belong to the most prestigious establishments of 
	this type in Poland. 

	 
	 
	The capital city is a perfect place to study also 
	for several other reasons. 
	 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	It is a huge job market, which means that it is 
	It is a huge job market, which means that it is 
	relatively easy for university students to find 
	additional employment.



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	As Polish higher-education institutions 
	As Polish higher-education institutions 
	adopted the Bologna system, many students 
	were given a possibility to pursue interesting 
	career opportunities after three years of their 
	university education.


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The job market in Warsaw provides numerous 
	The job market in Warsaw provides numerous 
	professional development opportunities for 
	university graduates.



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	The city’s rich cultural, entertainment, 
	The city’s rich cultural, entertainment, 
	and restaurant proposal, which is largely 
	addressed to students, makes studying in 
	Warsaw a fantastic adventure. 



	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw higher-education institutions 
	Warsaw higher-education institutions 
	are open to foreign students. One in 10 
	students, out of the group of 250,000 
	people studying in Warsaw, is a foreigner
	. 
	Students from Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and 
	the Baltic countries account for the greatest 
	share of the group. Warsaw is also a popular 
	destination for Asian students. Warsaw 
	universities also house international student 
	organisations and associations, e.g. AIESEC 
	which support students in discovering their 
	own potential, developing their passions, and 
	in integrating.



	Warsaw universities offer nearly 
	Warsaw universities offer nearly 
	all course programmes, from 
	administration and archeology, 
	through economics, finance, computer 
	studies, law, psychology to Ukrainian 
	studies and management. 


	Over 14,5 thousand 
	Over 14,5 thousand 
	Over 14,5 thousand 
	free places in 
	nurseries. 
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	There are 112 museums and art galleries, 28 
	There are 112 museums and art galleries, 28 
	cinemas (including many cinemas with several or 
	over ten screen rooms), 27 theatres and 2 opera 
	houses in Warsaw.

	Located in the heart of the city, the imposing 19th 
	Located in the heart of the city, the imposing 19th 
	century Grand Theatre building (Teatr Wielki) is home 
	to the National Theatre, the Polish National Opera, 
	the Polish National Ballet
	 
	and the Theatre Museum
	. 

	It houses one of the greatest opera stages of the 
	It houses one of the greatest opera stages of the 
	world, covering an area of 
	1150 sq.m
	. It is worth 
	mentioning that an apiary was built on the roof 
	of the building several years ago. 
	The Warsaw 
	Philharmonic
	 it is a venue of concerts organised 
	by situated in the city centre, and it is a venue 
	of, i.a., concerts organised as part of the Chopin 
	Competition. Large popular music concerts are 
	organised at the National Stadium and the Torwar 
	sports hall.

	The most important Warsaw-based museums 
	The most important Warsaw-based museums 
	include 
	the National Museum, the Royal Castle, 
	the Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanów, 
	Museum of Warsaw, the Royal Łazienki Museum, 
	the Warsaw Rising Museum, POLIN Museum of the 
	History of Polish Jews, and the Fryderyk Chopin 
	Museum. Polish Army Museum 
	is also worth noting, 
	with new exhibition space being developed on site 
	of the Warsaw Citadel, a fortress built in mid-19th 
	century by Russians for their garrisons stationed in 
	Warsaw.

	The cultural landscape of Warsaw is complete with 
	The cultural landscape of Warsaw is complete with 
	two famous art galleries, 
	the Zachęta National 
	Gallery of Art and the Ujazdowski Castle Centre 
	for Contemporary Art 
	together with smaller private 
	establishments. There are also a lot of libraries 
	operating in Warsaw, including 
	the National Library 
	and 
	the University of Warsaw Library
	 located in a 
	state-of-the-art building housing a roof garden.

	The calendar of artistic and cultural events in 
	The calendar of artistic and cultural events in 
	Warsaw is very extensive. Festivals, star concerts, 
	and open-air exhibitions are organised all year 
	round. 

	The most important recurring cultural events in 
	The most important recurring cultural events in 
	Warsaw include:

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	The Night of Museums - an annual cultural 
	The Night of Museums - an annual cultural 
	event as part of which most Warsaw-based 
	museums and galleries open their exhibitions 
	to the visitors during the night, and organise 
	various shows and accompanying events,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The Chopin Competition - one of the oldest 
	The Chopin Competition - one of the oldest 
	and most prestigious music competitions in 
	the world, which is held every 5 years at the 
	Warsaw Philharmonic,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The Warsaw International Film Festival – an 
	The Warsaw International Film Festival – an 
	annual treat for all Warsaw film enthusiasts 
	which has been organised for 35 years now,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw Autumn - one of the largest festivals 
	Warsaw Autumn - one of the largest festivals 
	devoted to contemporary music in the world, 
	organised every year since 1956, always in 
	the second half of September,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw Poetry Autumn - a literary festival,
	Warsaw Poetry Autumn - a literary festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw Theatre Meetings,
	Warsaw Theatre Meetings,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	“Street Art” Festival,
	“Street Art” Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	WATCH DOCS International Film Festival - 
	WATCH DOCS International Film Festival - 
	Human Rights in Film, organised under the 
	patronage of the Helsinki Foundation for 
	Human Rights,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Millennium Docs Against Gravity – the 
	Millennium Docs Against Gravity – the 
	greatest documentary film festival in Poland,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Latin American Film Festival,
	Latin American Film Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw International Jazz Festival Jazz 
	Warsaw International Jazz Festival Jazz 
	Jamboree - one of the greatest and oldest 
	jazz music festivals in Europe,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Early Music Festival,
	Early Music Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The Stanisław Moniuszko International Vocal 
	The Stanisław Moniuszko International Vocal 
	Competition,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The International Warsaw Choir Festival,
	The International Warsaw Choir Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The International Sacred Music Festival,
	The International Sacred Music Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The Mozart Festival,
	The Mozart Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The International Contemporary Dance 
	The International Contemporary Dance 
	Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Warsaw Summer Jazz Days,
	Warsaw Summer Jazz Days,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Orange Festival,
	Orange Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Singer’s Warsaw Jewish Culture Festival,
	Singer’s Warsaw Jewish Culture Festival,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Science Picnic - the largest open-air event 
	Science Picnic - the largest open-air event 
	popularising science,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The Warsaw Science Festival - an annual 
	The Warsaw Science Festival - an annual 
	event aimed at popularising science, also 
	addressed to the youngest audience. 



	The Polish capital, partly due to its fantastic 
	The Polish capital, partly due to its fantastic 
	responsive audience, is a destination of concert 
	tours which the most popular international 
	music stars cannot afford to miss. The Rolling 
	Stones, Metallica, Jethro Tull, Beyonce or 
	Madonna gave their concerts here.
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	Warsaw is an open, versatile, and multicultural city. 
	Warsaw is an open, versatile, and multicultural city. 
	This is demonstrated by the cuisine you can try here. 
	Warsaw food establishments are in their heyday, 
	which contributes to the development of culinary 
	tourism.  

	There are over 
	There are over 
	3,500 restaurants
	 in Warsaw, including 
	restaurants with a Michelin star, fast food chains, 
	independent slow food restaurants and “milk bars.”  

	In Warsaw you will find Chinese, Vietnamese, Hindu, 
	In Warsaw you will find Chinese, Vietnamese, Hindu, 
	Thai, and Mexican restaurants and bars, and of 
	course a selection of European cuisine in French, 
	Greek and Hungarian restaurants, just to name a 
	few. In every district, in every part of the city, it is 
	possible to find kebab bars and Arab cuisine bars, 
	and independent hamburger bars have been gaining 
	popularity recently. 

	According to the data from Happycow.com, a web 
	According to the data from Happycow.com, a web 
	service for vegans and vegetarians, 
	Warsaw was 
	ranked 7th in the world, and 2nd in Europe in a 
	ranking of top vegan-friendly cities.
	 The authors 
	of the list found 47 vegan restaurants and 112 
	vegetarian-friendly restaurants in Warsaw. 

	In recent years 
	In recent years 
	breakfast fairs
	 have become a real 
	highlight on the culinary map of Warsaw. 
	Milk bars
	, 
	places were Warsaw residents would eat out during 
	the Communist times, have come back in style. You 
	can order typical Polish bar dishes here, like tomato 
	soup, tripe, beetroot soup, dumplings (pierogi), 
	cabbage stew (bigos) or beans Breton. Renovated 
	historic market and industrial halls, such as the 
	Koszyki Hall, Gwardia Hall, Elektrownia Powiśle, or 
	Koneser Vodka Factory
	 have regained their former 
	glory, housing various bars, slow food restaurants, 
	and food stands representing a wide range of culinary 
	cultures. You can experience a similar atmosphere 

	in the Pavilions at the back of Nowy Świat St., 
	in the Pavilions at the back of Nowy Świat St., 

	and in Ząbkowska St. in the Praga District.
	and in Ząbkowska St. in the Praga District.

	Catering services 
	Catering services 
	have been developing in 
	Warsaw recently. You can order out much more 
	than just pizza or kebab, as it is possible to order 
	dishes from nearly every restaurant to your home.

	As far as confectionery products are concerned, 
	As far as confectionery products are concerned, 
	the capital city has its own cake, it is called 
	Wuzetka
	, which is a reference to one of the 
	largest infrastructure projects implemented in 
	the city after World War II - the WZ route (WZ 
	meaning East-West - wschód-zachód).
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	There are 35 water parks, 17 ice rinks, 6 public 
	There are 35 water parks, 17 ice rinks, 6 public 
	beaches upon the Vistula river, and 100 open-air 
	gyms in Warsaw. 

	In the summer season, especially on hot days during 
	In the summer season, especially on hot days during 
	the holidays, thousands of city residents of all ages 
	pack bathing suits and towels and head to
	 Moczydło 
	Park
	 or one of the capital’s several other outdoor 
	swimming pool complexes. In addition to the pools, 
	there are slides and paddling pools for children. It 
	may not be the same as white beaches by the sea, 
	but it certainly is much closer.

	Warsaw residents run, cycle, rollerblade, and are 
	Warsaw residents run, cycle, rollerblade, and are 
	increasingly interested in nordic walking. There are 
	approx. 
	650 km of cycle paths 
	in the city, and one 

	of the most modern bike rental systems  - 
	of the most modern bike rental systems  - 
	Veturilo
	. 

	New swimming pools and water parks are being 
	New swimming pools and water parks are being 
	built, with paddling pools for children, slides and 
	water massage tubs.  

	Football
	Football
	 is the most popular sport in the country. 
	That is why it should be fairly easy to find an 
	amateur team to play with during the weekends 
	or once a week after work. There are a lot of 
	amateur competitions, for example for company 
	teams. Moreover, finding a football club or section 
	for children should not be a problem in any 
	neighbourhood. However, Warsaw’s sports proposal 
	is not only football, as volleyball has been gaining 
	popularity along with the achievements of the Polish 
	volleyball team. 

	Gyms
	Gyms
	, often rebranded as fitness or cross fit clubs, 
	have been experiencing their heyday in recent years. 
	Open-air gyms are being built. You can also find 
	combat sport clubs
	 on the sports map of Warsaw, 
	where it is possible to not only do boxing, judo and 
	karate, but even more exotic martial arts or mixed 
	martial arts. 
	Trampoline parks
	 are increasingly 
	popular among the residents of the capital city. 
	They are visited by entire families, but there are 
	also classes for children and teenagers. There 
	are skateboarding and roller-blading tracks and 
	amenities for stunts in some of the premises.

	As regards the sports proposal for children, the 
	As regards the sports proposal for children, the 
	range of options is expanding. In addition to football 
	and the aforementioned combat sports, children 
	can choose from 
	acrobatics, gymnastics, fencing, 
	archery, shooting, swimming, diving, roller-blading, 
	team sports, table tennis, athletics, and even sumo.

	Warsaw residents love horses. 
	Warsaw residents love horses. 
	Several dozen 
	studs are located in the capital city, mostly on the 
	outskirts and in the neighbouring areas. A lot of 
	them run classes for children. As the areas near 
	the city are covered by beautiful and vast forests, 
	horse riding can be an excellent idea for spending 
	one’s free time.

	The most important matches of the Polish 
	The most important matches of the Polish 
	football team and other major events and 
	sports competitions are organised at the 
	National Stadium. 
	This imposing building was 
	opened in 2012 before the European Football 
	Championships, co-hosted by Poland. The 
	stadium was given the top category in the 
	UEFA classification, and 
	has places for 58,000 
	spectators
	. The body of the building resembles 
	a wicker basket, and at night it lights up Warsaw 
	with its beautiful illumination.

	The oldest Polish sports association is 
	The oldest Polish sports association is 
	the 
	Warsaw Rowing Society,
	 established in 1878. 
	It is not surprising, as a beautiful and wide river 
	flows through the very heart of the city, which is 
	a benefit that is simply impossible to miss. That 
	is why rowing, canoeing and sailing have always 
	been some of the favourite sports taken up by 
	Warsaw residents, especially at the Zegrzyńskie 
	Lake, a picturesque artificial water body with 
	an area of 30 sq. km, is located within a 30 km 
	distance from the city centre.

	Warsaw has a lot to offer to sports supporters. 
	Warsaw has a lot to offer to sports supporters. 
	Warsaw sports clubs achieve great results in 
	top league matches in team sports, for example 
	Legia Warszawa
	 in football and basketball, or 
	Verva Warszawa Orlen Paliwa
	 in volleyball. 

	Warsaw is also an attractive venue for major 
	Warsaw is also an attractive venue for major 
	sports events, such as, for example, 
	Tour de 
	Pologne, Cavaliada Tour, Speedway Grand Prix 
	of Poland or triathlon as part of the IRONMAN 
	series.

	Top athletes started their careers in Warsaw-
	Top athletes started their careers in Warsaw-
	based sports clubs, including tennis player 
	Iga 
	Świątek
	, winner of the French Open 2020, or 
	rowers - 
	Agnieszka Kobus-Zawojska
	 - world 
	champion, European champion and Olympic 
	medal winner, and 
	Marcin Brzeziński
	 - world 
	champion and winner of three European 
	championships.

	 
	 

	The horse racing track in Służewiec
	The horse racing track in Służewiec
	 is a special 
	point on the sports map of Warsaw. It is a historic 
	and iconic place, particularly valuable to older 
	Warsaw residents. Races, held between May 
	and November, are an opportunity to admire the 
	most outstanding and beautiful horses. Poland is 
	famous for its excellent horse breeding, especially 
	when it comes to Arabian horses.
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	You can spend long hours in Warsaw-based 
	You can spend long hours in Warsaw-based 
	shopping centres. In addition to popular Polish and 
	international brands, high-fashion boutiques also 
	have found their place there. After shopping, we can 
	enjoy our time at the cinema or one of the numerous 
	restaurants. The most popular shopping centres 
	in the capital city include Złote Tarasy (59 Złota 
	St.), Arkadia (82 Jana Pawła II ave.) and Galeria 
	Mokotów (12 Wołoska St.).   

	Those shoppers looking for something really unique 
	Those shoppers looking for something really unique 
	are welcome to come to some of Warsaw’s trendiest 
	streets, 
	Mokotowska, Mysia or Szpitalna
	. They are 
	home to the most chic studios of Polish designers, 
	and jewellery stores.

	Luxury goods by international brands can be found in 
	Luxury goods by international brands can be found in 
	luxurious department stores located in the centre of 
	Warsaw, such as 
	Vitkac
	 (9 Bracka St.), 
	Metropolitan
	 
	1-3 Piłsudskiego Sq.) or in stores at Trzech Krzyży 
	Sq.

	Warsaw is also an excellent place for bargain 
	Warsaw is also an excellent place for bargain 
	enthusiasts. Enormous outlet stores (e.g. 
	Factory 
	Annopol or Factory Ursus
	), with last pieces of 
	collections released by the best and the most 
	popular international brands, are located on the city 
	outskirts, but it is not a problem to reach there using 
	public transport services. 

	Open-air markets are the next characteristic points 
	Open-air markets are the next characteristic points 
	of the city’s landscape, where you can buy not 
	only food, but also cosmetics, clothing, or cleaning 
	products. The most famous, iconic Warsaw open-
	air market is 
	the Różycki Market, operating until 
	present in the Praga district. 

	In addition, 
	In addition, 
	weekend open-air markets are also 
	operating in Warsaw, including flea markets or 
	swap meets
	, for example a photography swap meet 
	or a skiing swap meet (only in the autumn and winter 
	season). They are usually open for one or two days 
	a week, usually at weekends. They are places where 
	you can sell second-hand equipment or things you do 
	not need, although the majority of people selling their 
	goods are professional traders.

	The shopping habits of Warsaw residents 
	The shopping habits of Warsaw residents 
	have undergone substantial changes.
	 Internet 
	shopping 
	is becoming increasingly popular. You 
	can buy almost anything on-line, from electronic 
	equipment, household appliances, through  
	clothing to everyday groceries, which couriers 
	deliver to a specified address in an arranged time. 
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	Warsaw is one of the greenest European capitals. 
	Warsaw is one of the greenest European capitals. 
	Warsaw is one of the greenest European capitals. 
	Green areas account for nearly a half (43%) of the 
	total area of the city. There are 95 parks in the city, 
	including one of the most famous park complexes 
	located in the heart of the city, Royal Łazienki, 
	founded in the 18th century by King Stanisław 
	Poniatowski. In addition to this wonderful park, the 
	complex also houses several palaces, an indoor 
	garden and an amphitheatre. 

	Warsaw is the only capital in Europe which can boast 
	Warsaw is the only capital in Europe which can boast 
	a 
	national park
	 (Kampinoski National Park) adjacent 
	to the city. 12 nature reserves are located within 
	the city limits, including 
	Kabacki Forest, Olszynka 
	Grochowska and Czerniakowskie Lake
	. The lake 
	shore is inhabited by approximately 60 bird species, 
	including 50 species under strict protection.

	The right (eastern) Vistula river
	The right (eastern) Vistula river
	 bank is one of 
	the most extraordinary features of Warsaw. It is 
	undeveloped, which is unique on a Euroepan scale. 
	In the spring and summer, it is one of the favourite 
	places for meetings and walks among young Warsaw 
	residents. There are numerous beaches with bars and 
	beach ball courts there.

	Foreigners coming to Warsaw might be perplexed 
	Foreigners coming to Warsaw might be perplexed 
	by multi-hectare land plots in the middle of the city, 
	which look like parks, but they are enclosed and 
	divided into small plots. These are the so called 
	allotment gardens
	 where Warsaw residents relax 
	after work. The plot owners plant fruit trees and 
	shrubs, flowers, decorative plants, and some even 
	have small vegetable gardens.

	Warsaw has an excellent zoo and botanical garden. 
	Warsaw has an excellent zoo and botanical garden. 
	The zoo houses one of the most modern elephant 
	enclosures in Europe, as well as a hippo enclosure 
	and a shark aquarium. 

	Warsaw also engages its residents in planning green 
	Warsaw also engages its residents in planning green 
	areas in the capital city. The City of Warsaw launched 
	a free app called “Milion Drzew” (A Million Trees) 
	which the residents can use to mark out locations 
	where new trees should be planted. 


	Figure
	FREE TIME
	FREE TIME
	FREE TIME

	In recent years, the city’s evening and night life has 
	In recent years, the city’s evening and night life has 
	been revolving around the Vistula river. Numerous 
	clubs and bars were opened long the left bank, and 
	some of them are located on barges docked along 
	the river bank. Municipal beaches and beach bars 
	are located on the right, undeveloped bank of the 
	river. 

	There are a lot of clubs, discos and pubs located 
	There are a lot of clubs, discos and pubs located 
	in the city centre. DJ nights and dance parties are 
	organised in pavilions at the back of Nowy Świat St. 
	and 
	Zbawiciela Sq.
	 is a very popular location with its 
	numerous cafés and restaurants. 

	Similar trendy locations have been opened in recent 
	Similar trendy locations have been opened in recent 
	years in post-industrial buildings in the Praga district 
	(right-bank Warsaw). The first one was 
	Soho at 
	Młyńska St.
	, followed by the area of a former 
	vodka 
	factory - Koneser Vodka Factory
	. During the day, 
	you can meet employees of advertising agencies, 
	creative boutiques and various start-ups here, and 
	in the evening the place is filled with the sound of 
	conversations and music. 

	Ząbkowska St.
	Ząbkowska St.
	, the most iconic place in Praga, 
	underwent a similar metamorphosis. It was a gloomy 
	area 20 years ago, and now the place is vibrant until 
	late at night. In the summer it is a venue of the Open 
	Ząbkowska Festival. 
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	There are numerous projects currently being 
	There are numerous projects currently being 
	There are numerous projects currently being 
	implemented in Warsaw, aimed at improving 
	the conditions of day-to-day functioning in the 
	city. These are mainly investments in digital 
	infrastructure and the city’s digital layer, including 
	digital platforms: communication platform 
	(Warszawa 19115), e-service platform (Moje 
	19115), open data platform (API) and BigData 
	analytical platform. 

	Thanks to 
	Thanks to 
	a free mobile app called Warszawa 19115
	, 
	available on App Store and Google Play, residents can:

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	inform us about a problem in the functioning of 
	inform us about a problem in the functioning of 
	the city,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	evaluate how well the problem is being addressed,
	evaluate how well the problem is being addressed,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	submit a free request - an idea for changes in the 
	submit a free request - an idea for changes in the 
	city,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	make Warsaw greener - indicate a location where 
	make Warsaw greener - indicate a location where 
	a tree can be planted,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	check projects implemented under participatory 
	check projects implemented under participatory 
	budgeting,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	check the Warsaw Air Index - receive information 
	check the Warsaw Air Index - receive information 
	about the current status of air quality, and the 
	related recommendations for four health-risk 
	groups,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	receive notifications about ongoing changes and 
	receive notifications about ongoing changes and 
	current events taking place in the city,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	check the dates of waste collection from a 
	check the dates of waste collection from a 
	specific address,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	check information on proper separate waste 
	check information on proper separate waste 
	collection.



	 
	 
	It is worth adding that Warsaw is a city with a great 
	internal transport system, developed in line with the 
	assumptions behind sustainable development. 
	 
	There are several dozen electric buses on the streets 
	of Warsaw. Residents and tourists have at their 
	disposal 
	several mobile applications
	 facilitating the 
	purchase of tickets, parking fee payments, checking 
	departure times, planning a route or estimating 
	the actual bus or tram arrival time based on the 
	vehicle location data provided by the City of Warsaw. 
	The number of 
	USB
	 chargers on Warsaw buses is 
	increasing, and 
	Wi-Fi
	 is available in over 1,000 buses 
	in the city.

	Residents and visitors may use 
	Residents and visitors may use 
	a free urban hot-
	spot network
	 in Warsaw. The sites where a wireless 
	internet service is available are marked with “HOT 
	SPOT UM-Warszawa” signs, which are blue or brown, 
	in the case of monuments and historic buildings.
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	Warsaw is open to various types of business 
	Warsaw is open to various types of business 
	Warsaw is open to various types of business 
	initiatives aimed at a multi-directional development 
	of the city and its residents. Some prominent trends 
	can be noted, though. The most rapidly developing 
	business sectors in Warsaw currently include 
	Business Process Outsourcing (BPO), Shared 
	Service Centres (SSC), research and development 
	activities (R&D), and, of course, IT. City authorities 
	have acknowledged the trend, and have been 
	continuously working on securing new investments 
	in the sectors for several years now.

	The Polish capital city has potential for growth 
	The Polish capital city has potential for growth 
	and support of any initiatives, which align an 
	innovative approach to managing a company with 
	manufacturing and services. 

	As far as specific industries are concerned, the 
	As far as specific industries are concerned, the 
	explosive growth is particularly visible in the IT 
	sector. 
	The number of new IT companies is growing, 
	just as the number of foreign companies establishing 
	their branches in the capital of Poland. According 
	to the IT community survey conducted in 2020 
	by the Bulldogjob service, Mazowieckie Province 
	is home to the largest number of IT specialists in 
	Poland (26%). In turn, according to data from the IT 
	Work Report in H1 2020 in Poland, prepared by No 
	Fluff Jobs, IT specialists could count on the highest 
	earnings in Warsaw, with salaries ranging between 
	PLN 10,000 and 19,000 a month, depending on the 
	agreement type. In addition, IT degree courses were 
	one of the most popular fields of study in Warsaw, 
	similar to economic and engineering courses. 50% 
	of foreign students are planning the careers in the 
	IT or telecommunications sectors (according to the 
	publication entitled “Human Capital in Warsaw”, 2019, 
	Antal). 

	The growth of the gaming industry
	The growth of the gaming industry
	 is also 
	significant. According to the report entitled “Warsaw 
	Gaming Industry 2019/2020” prepared by the Kraków 
	Technology Park in cooperation with Polish Gamers 
	Observatory and GRY-Online.pl, commissioned by 
	the City of Warsaw, nearly 83% of Warsaw-based 
	businesses believed that the capital city had a 
	chance to become a gaming industry hub in Central 
	and Eastern Europe. It is not a coincidence that 
	CD Projekt
	, one of the world’s most famous game 
	developers, was established and has its head office in 
	Warsaw.

	Taking into account the continuous development 
	Taking into account the continuous development 
	of Warsaw as a location attractive to investors, 
	city authorities commissioned a diagnosis 
	of the economic potential of the Warsaw 
	agglomeration.

	It also included the analysis of global trends 
	It also included the analysis of global trends 
	and the most prospective economic growth 
	directions by 2040. As a result of these activities, 
	key promising economic areas were selected, 
	which will allow the support for sectors which 
	have the capabilities to generate substantial 
	competitive advantage on the European and global 
	markets, shape the contents of the message in 
	the context of international economic promotion 
	and policies for attracting talents, build the 
	economic brand of the Warsaw agglomeration, 
	and position it in relation to other urban centres. 
	Diagnosed economic excellence areas by 
	2040 include: 
	creative industries with state-
	of-the-art crafts and the gamedev sector, 
	innovative business services, green municipal 
	management, including circular economy and 
	sharing economy, the agriculture and food 
	sector, including products manufactured with 
	the use of biotechnology and taking into account 
	bioeconomy assumptions, and a start-up support 
	centre for the East Europe area. 
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	Warsaw’s office space market is the largest in the 
	Warsaw’s office space market is the largest in the 
	Central and Eastern Europe. Currently the capital 
	city offers more than 5,590,000 sq m of modern 
	office space. The unoccupied office space rate is 
	7.8%. In the 1st half of 2020 in Warsaw 335,000 sq m 
	 
	of office space was rented. The most popular 
	districts in terms of office space are still the Centre 
	and Mokotów, which altogether cover 74% of the 
	total demand.

	Currently around 
	Currently around 
	710,000 sq m
	 of offices are being 
	constructed, and are planned to be completed before 
	the end of 2022. 44% of them are already secured 
	with pre-lease agreements. At the end of the 1st half 
	of 2020 the unoccupied office space rate in Warsaw 
	increased to 7.9%.

	The average office space lease cost is 22-24 euro 
	The average office space lease cost is 22-24 euro 
	for a square metre. In Warsaw a desk can be rented 
	for PLN 300-1500 per month. Prices depend on the 
	location and facilities of co-working spaces. 

	The entire area of Warsaw belongs to the Polish 
	The entire area of Warsaw belongs to the Polish 
	Investment Zone. Within the zone, new investors 
	can obtain support as part of public aid in the form 
	of a CIT or PIT exemption.

	In connection with the dynamic development of 
	In connection with the dynamic development of 
	the services sector in Warsaw, a need also arose to 
	implement a forward-looking support tool, the aim of 
	which was to strengthen the competitive position of 
	the capital city in Poland and in Europe by creating 
	favourable conditions for the location of high quality 
	services and R&D activities supporting them, as well 
	as to strengthen the labour market, among others by 
	creating new jobs for highly qualified staff. By way 
	of a resolution of the Council of the Capital City, in 
	2017, the capital introduced an 
	aid programme
	 for 
	investors in the form of a real property tax exemption.
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	The first estates in the area of today’s Warsaw were 
	The first estates in the area of today’s Warsaw were 
	created as early as in the 9th century, and the city’s 
	foundation was around 1300. However, Warsaw’s 
	history really started in 1569, when the city was 
	selected for the sessions of the Sejm (parliament) 
	of the Republic of Poland. It can therefore be 
	claimed that Warsaw is the capital city of Polish 
	democracy. 

	In 1573 in the fields surrounding the city the first 
	In 1573 in the fields surrounding the city the first 
	free election took place. This was also when 
	the 
	Warsaw confederation 
	was established in defence 
	of religious tolerance. In 1596 King Sigismund III 
	Vasa moved his court and the office to Warsaw, after 
	which he inhabited the Warsaw castle. 

	In 1788-1792 the Great Sejm (parliament) held its 
	In 1788-1792 the Great Sejm (parliament) held its 
	sessions in Warsaw, and on 3 May 1791 it passed 
	the Constitution of 3rd May
	 1791, the first in Europe 
	and second in the world. 

	 
	 
	Unfortunately, not a long time after that Poland lost 
	its independence for over 120 years and did not 
	regain it before the late 18th century after World 
	War I.
	 Soon after the Polish–Soviet War broke out, 
	during which the Soviet army reached the outskirts 
	of the city. Near the eastern border of the city the 
	Polish army fought the victorious Battle of Warsaw, 
	also known as 
	the Miracle on the Vistula
	. 

	 
	 

	During World War II the city was the stage for brutally 
	During World War II the city was the stage for brutally 
	quashed uprisings: 
	the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising
	 in 
	1943 and 
	the Warsaw Uprising in 1944
	. Throughout 
	the war period as a result of the city’s siege in 
	September 1939, and later as a consequence of the 
	two uprisings, 
	84% of Warsaw’s left-bank buildings 
	were destroyed
	. All bridges, stations, airports and 
	telephone exchange buildings were ruined, as well as 
	90% of industrial buildings and 75% of flats.

	After the war Poland found itself in the area of 
	After the war Poland found itself in the area of 
	influence of the Soviet Union. This is where the 
	Warsaw Pact 
	was signed, i.e. a military agreement 
	between Eastern Block states. Almost 35 years later 
	in Warsaw 
	the Round Table Agreement
	 was signed, 
	which in fact ended the Communism era in Poland, 
	and initiated systemic changes not only in our 
	country but also in the entire Eastern Europe. This is 
	where the 
	new chapter in the history of Europe and 
	the world 
	began.
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	Warsaw has quite a few monuments from various 
	Warsaw has quite a few monuments from various 
	Warsaw has quite a few monuments from various 
	historical periods, and there would be many more 
	if not for the fact that the vast majority of the city’s 
	architecture was destroyed as a consequence of 
	World War II.

	Poland’s capital city experienced its heyday in the 
	Poland’s capital city experienced its heyday in the 
	17th and 18th centuries, which is why you can find 
	real pearls of Baroque architecture, starting from 
	the Church of the Benedictine Nuns of Perpetual 
	Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the New 
	Town and the Bernardine Monastery in Czerniaków, 
	through late Baroque churches in Krakowskie 
	Przedmieście (the Visitationist Church, the 
	Carmelites Church) 
	and
	 in the Old and the New 
	Town
	. You must visit 
	Wilanów
	, which is a palace and 
	park complex built for Jan III Sobieski 10 km from the 
	centre. In the centre of Warsaw, on the other hand, 
	you will find the magnificent 
	Royal Łazienki park
	 with 
	several classical palaces, orangeries, lakes and canals.

	Warsaw’s Old Town, including the Royal Castle, was 
	Warsaw’s Old Town, including the Royal Castle, was 
	almost completely destroyed during the war, and 
	rebuilt afterwards.
	 From the Old Town to Wilanów 
	leads a transport axis called 
	the Royal Route
	, part of 
	which are Krakowskie Przedmieście and Nowy Świat 
	streets. On Krakowskie Przedmieście there is the 
	main campus of 
	the University of Warsaw and the 
	Academy of Fine Arts
	, as well as 
	the Presidential 
	Palace
	 and the most exclusive hotels of the capital, 
	located in monumental historical buildings – 
	Bristol 
	Hotel and  Europejski Hotel
	.
	 
	 
	The Royal Route is crossed by the so-called Saxon 
	Axis – here we can find 
	the Evangelical-Augsburg 
	Church
	 
	and the Zachęta Gallery
	 
	building
	, and on the 
	other side – 
	the Kazimierz Palace
	 located on the 
	campus of the University of Warsaw. The 19th century 
	is represented by the palace-like buildings of 
	Bankowy 
	Square
	 and the impressive 
	Grand Theatre
	.

	A separate, but equally interesting category of 
	A separate, but equally interesting category of 
	monuments, are buildings from the 1950s. The 
	landscape is dominated by 
	the Palace of Culture 
	and Science
	, towering over the capital, „gifted” to 
	Warsaw by the authorities of the Soviet Union and 
	built by Soviet workers. In the immediate vicinity of the 
	Palace of Culture (as it is called for short) there is the 
	Marszałkowska Housing Estate and the popular 
	MDM
	. 
	It is a complex of buildings built in the monumental 
	socialist realism style.

	Many interesting buildings can be found in the right-
	Many interesting buildings can be found in the right-
	bank part of the city, i.e. Warsaw’s Praga district, which 
	was less severely destroyed during World War II.

	When visiting Warsaw, one should not forget about equally interesting contemporary buildings, such as the 
	When visiting Warsaw, one should not forget about equally interesting contemporary buildings, such as the 
	BUW (University of Warsaw Library)
	 in Powiśle. Nearby there is
	 the Copernicus Science Centre
	, a modern 
	educational centre, which is visited by individual tourists, families and school trips all year round. 

	In the middle of one of the most important 
	In the middle of one of the most important 
	intersections in the capital, at the Charles 
	de Gaulle Roundabout, where Aleje 
	Jerozolimskie and Nowy Świat streets 
	intersect, there is a palm tree – an art 
	installation entitled 
	„Greetings from Aleje 
	Jerozolimskie”
	. It is the most famous 
	artistic public space project in Poland after 
	1989. The 15-metre high artificial plant was 
	placed here on 12 December 2002.  

	There is a regular bus line (No. 180) 
	There is a regular bus line (No. 180) 
	that takes you to most interesting and 
	sightseeing worthy places in Warsaw. Its 
	route runs along the Royal Tract to Wilanów. 
	The whole trip lasts around 60-70 minutes.
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	Not only is Warsaw close to the centre of Europe, 
	Not only is Warsaw close to the centre of Europe, 
	but it is in the centre of Poland as well. 

	Within 2-3 hours you can reach the Baltic Sea resort 
	Within 2-3 hours you can reach the Baltic Sea resort 
	of 
	Tricity
	 by train, and the train trip to 
	Kraków
	 
	takes about 2.5 hours. In the immediate vicinity of 
	Warsaw, there is an abundance of places where you 
	can spend a pleasant summer weekend. A dozen 
	or so kilometres north of the capital there is 
	Lake 
	Zegrzyńskie
	, the largest reservoir in Masovia, all 
	water sports enthusiasts will enjoy. In turn, adjacent 
	to the north-western borders of Warsaw there is 
	Kampinos National Park
	, entered in the UNESCO 
	world list of biosphere reserves.

	In the nearest surroundings of Warsaw you can find 
	In the nearest surroundings of Warsaw you can find 
	other tourist attractions as well: 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Żelazowa Wola
	Żelazowa Wola
	 – the birthplace of Fryderyk 
	Chopin. The heart of Chopin, who spent his youth 
	in Warsaw but died in Paris, was transported 
	from France to Poland and placed in one of the 
	pillars of Warsaw’s Holy Cross Church,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Żyrardow
	Żyrardow
	 – a 19th century factory settlement,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Płock
	Płock
	 – the historical capital of Masovia dating 
	back to the Middle Ages and the former capital 
	of Poland,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Modlin Fortress 
	Modlin Fortress 
	– a complex of fortifications 
	from the 19th and early 20th centuries,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	The Diocesan Museum in Siedlce
	The Diocesan Museum in Siedlce
	 with El Greco’s 
	painting „The Ecstasy of St. Francis of Assisi”,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Museum of the Masovian Village in Sierpc
	Museum of the Masovian Village in Sierpc
	,


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Museum of Motorisation and Technology in 
	Museum of Motorisation and Technology in 
	Otrębusy
	, 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Julinek
	Julinek
	 – an amusement park for the whole 
	family, 


	• 
	• 
	• 

	Suntago
	Suntago
	 – an amusement and recreation park.
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	World War II was extremely ruthless to Warsaw. 
	World War II was extremely ruthless to Warsaw. 
	 
	More than 65% of the city was destroyed as a result 
	of warfare, siege and uprisings, but the percentage 

	of destruction of the left-bank Warsaw reached  
	of destruction of the left-bank Warsaw reached  
	85%. All bridges, stations, airports and telephone 
	exchanges, over 98% of street lamps, 90% of 
	industrial buildings, healthcare facilities, 85% of 
	the tramway network, 75% of flats, 50% of power 
	stations and 30% of street pavings were destroyed. 
	There was 20 million cubic metres of rubble in the 
	city, along with numerous mines and unexploded 
	ordnance. 

	The Palace of Culture and Science
	The Palace of Culture and Science
	, located in the 
	very centre of the city, was described by socialist 
	propaganda as a gift from Joseph Stalin and the 
	Soviet people to the people of Warsaw. It was based 
	on the model of similar buildings constructed in 
	Moscow at that time, but enriched with elements 
	inspired by the Polish Renaissance architecture. 
	Today it is a priceless token of monumental socialist 
	realism architecture. There are eight such buildings in 
	the world, with seven others in Moscow.

	The Rotunda 
	The Rotunda 
	is a very important building in the 
	landscape of contemporary Warsaw. This building, 
	avant-garde for its time, which is a glazed steel 
	structure on a circular plan, was erected in 1966 
	at the intersection of Jerozolimskie Avenue and 
	Marszałkowska Street and immediately became 
	one of the landmarks of the city. The building is 
	associated with one of the greatest tragedies in the 
	post-war history of the city – in February 1979, 
	 
	as a result of a gas explosion, the building was 
	completely destroyed, burying 49 people in its ruins. 
	In 2019, a new facility was built in place of the old 
	one. Today it houses the headquarters of a bank and 
	a café overlooking the capital’s main intersection. 

	Warsaw is home to the world’s narrowest house.
	Warsaw is home to the world’s narrowest house.
	 
	The 152-centimetre wide building was designed in 
	2012 as a studio for 
	Etgar Keret
	, an Israeli writer of 
	Polish origin. The project refers to the story of Keret’s 
	family, whose father for many months hid during the 
	Nazi occupation in a very narrow room, where you 
	could neither stand nor lie down, only sit.

	The Varso Tower
	The Varso Tower
	 is one of the skyscrapers in the complex of three office buildings located at the corner 
	of Chmielna Street and Jana Pawła II Avenue. Its completion is scheduled for 2021. It will be 
	the tallest 
	building in the European Union
	, including the spire its height will reach 310 metres, which is 73 metres 
	more than the Palace of Culture. It will provide just over 70 thousand m² of office and retail space.

	One of the residents’ favourite places in the city, particularly during the winter season, is 
	One of the residents’ favourite places in the city, particularly during the winter season, is 
	Hill Szczęśliwicka
	. 
	Sometimes called Mound Szczęśliwicka, the hill is an artificial rise, reaching 152 m above sea level. It is 
	located in Szczęśliwicki Park, in the western part of Ochota district. Its peak is the highest point in the 
	vicinity. The biggest attraction of the hill is the ski slope. When the weather conditions are right in winter, the 
	slope is lighted, has a working ski lift and a snow-making system.
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